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ABSTRACT

This study of the recreational value and the survival of the historical place of Wiang Tha
Kan in Chiang Mai Province had the objective of studying the factors affecting tourists’
willingness to pay (WTP) in order to assess the recreational value comprising the value from
direct usage at present as well as the value from the usage in the future by setting up some
alternative situations in conserving and maintaining the existence of Wiang Tha Kan historical
place to ask the tourists about their willingness to pay in 3 aspects: establishing a museum,
preventive methods and restorative methods. Data was collected from two sample groups: 400
Thai tourists who visited this historical site using the simple random sampling method, and 100
people in Wiang Tha Kan Community. Data analysis was done by using the Tobit Model and the
maximum likelihood estimation technique along with Marginal Effects Analysis.

From the study, it was found that tourists were willing to pay for the establishment of a
museum, at an average of 62.64 Baht per year, and the factors influencing WTP were age,
education and revisiting. As for the preventive measures 1 and 2, WTP was averaged at 33.01 and
49.59 Baht per year respectively. Factors influencing their willingness to pay were the number of
family members, monthly income, sex, age and revisiting. Concerning the restorative measures 1

and 2, WTP was averaged at 34.32 and 26.44 Baht per year respectively. Factors influencing their



willingness to pay were sex, age, status, number of family members, monthly income, education
and revisiting. Tourists who never had a chance to visit the place expressed influencing their
willingness to pay by the restorative method 2 at an average of 24.39 Baht per year and the factor
influencing their willingness to pay was the chance for them to visit Wiang Tha Kan historical

place in the future



