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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were: (1) to understand general economic and social
characteristics of the people who resided along the banks of the Kuang River; (2) to estimate the
willingness to pay for the Kuang River conservation of the local residents under investigation;
(3) to assess the Economic Value of the Kuang River conservation from the willingness to pay
approach.

Two hundred local residents in this study can be mostly characterized as male, 21-30
years old, wage worker, with average monthly income of 5001-10000 baht, and 34.50%
completed secondary education. Of this group 42.50% have lived in the area for 11-15 years.
52.50% both living and running their business at home. And 52.50% have participated in
environmental activities.

The study showed that the average donation for the Kuang River conservation by the
people who resided along the Kuang River was 188.41 baht and the Economic Value of the
Kuang River conservation was estimated at 75175.59 baht per year. For people, price was

significantly influenced the probability of the willingness to pay for the Kuang River



conservation. The willingness to pay was higher among male than female. The willingness to pay
by those who have been living longer in the area would be more than those who has less. The
willingness to pay by those who had positive attitude would be more than people who had a

negative attitude.



