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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis are to study general information and the nature of vocational
education management in Thailand during 1977-2003, to examine technical efficiency in
vocational education management in 2003 school year in particular, to investigate the total factor
productivity growth of vocational education management during 1977- 2003 and to discern the
contribution of vocational education to economic growth of theThai economy during the same
period. Data Envelopment Analysis (DEA), a non-parametric estimation technique was used to
examine the efficiency and productivity aspects while multiple regression method was used to
analyze the contribution to economic growth. Primary data of 2003 school year were obtained
from questionnaires sent to 132 vocational schools nationwide, comprising 45 public schools
under the Department of Vocational Education and 87 private schools under the Office of the
National Private Education Commission. The long term data were based on secondary sources
collected from various relevant agencies.

It was found there are existed no statistical difference in technical efficiency of

vocational education management between public and private school sectors throughout Thailand.



In fact the average technical efficiency was rather high, although these schools in the North,
Northeast, and Central part of Thailand (excluding Bangkok and its periphery) had comparatively
lower technical efficiency than their counterparts in other regions.

The investigation on the total factor productivity growth of vocational education
management during 1977-2003 revealed both private and public vocational schools had rather
low growth rate with average index value of 0.931 for the former and 0.955 for the latter; thus
reflecting the inadequate attention that the vocational education system in Thailand so far has paid
to importance of technological development and technical efficiency.

Vocational education was found to contribute to economic growth of the Thai economy
during 1977-2003 although the proportion of aggregate expenses of the Department of Vocational
Education in the gross domestic product (GDP) of year t can not explain the impact on economic
growth statistically significant. However, the positive sign of coefficient implies that, the
vocational education has a contributing role in the growth of the Thai economy.

The study results provide four policy recommendations. First, the vocational educational
system should be enhances by regular improvement and assessment of teaching staff,
involvement of business sector in curriculum development and provision of on-the-job training
for vocational students, and government policy support in grating tax exempt for business
agencies which provide on-the-job training activities, as well as government’s function in
coordinating the efforts for vocational curriculum improvement and development. Second, the
vocational schools itself should invest further in the procurement of new audio-visual aids and in
repairing and updating the existing tools and equipment to the required standards, the business
sector should increase the opportunity for graduates of vocational education to work in the fields
of their capability and knowledge, and the central governments should increase budgets for
technological development as well as require provincial and local governments to reduce property
tax for those private vocational schools which take part in technological development attempts.
Third, various vocational schools should invest further in human resource development and in
educational equipment while government should restructure the vocational educational
management system in the orientation toward producing quality graduates with efficiency rather

than encouraging the graduates to pursue higher education.



The fourth policy concerns the advice for other involve agencies to present to the public
the positive aspects of vocational students to promote their good image and this policy will be
more effective if the students as well as the educational staff and personnel are well-instilled with

ethic and moral code.



