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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this siudy were twofold, firstly to find out the main causes of
unemployment of architects in both private and government sectors, including the offices of
architects and independent architects, secondly to know the effects of vitally economic crisis on
the architect employment of both private and government sectors in Chiang Mai City. The study
was done by collecting data from independent architects whose academic degrees were bachelors
and over totalling 66 individuals, and data from the offices of architects, private and government
agencies were also collected. The number of these agencies was 39.

The results of the study showed that half of independent architects with 1-5 years
experiences now had full-time permanent jobs. One-fifth of them had less than full-time
permanent jobs. One-tenth were unemployed but tried to assist teaching in educational institutes.
Only 3.0% of them were actually unemployed. One-fourth of them used to be dismissed because
the projects had certain loss, or the offices closed and had no moré business any longer. The
average of architects with 1-5 years experiences in the offices of architects, private and
government agencics was 4 persbns. During 1997-1999 period these agencies employed
architects in replacement for the ones who quit. But the offices of architects employed architects
because they obtained some projects to carry through. In the same period the offices of architects
dismissed their architect employees in a higher rate than private agencies. For government

agencies there were no layoffs. The main causes of layoffs or dismissals of private agencies were



W

the need to reduce their personnel. The offices of architects had a layoff because they could not
carry on their projects due to tacking liquidity and the need to reduce their expenditure,

The economic effects on independent architects were no employment or less
employment, low professional service fees. They therefore required the government to assist
them by supporting them to work in big and paramount projects. The permission to work in the
foreign owned enterprises was also urgent need. The government agencies were also effected by
having a small budget not apptopriate to spend in various projects. Therefore, architects in the
government agencies had to work in the nonprofessional fields. The government should correct
and improve production of architecture graduates by providing them more technological
knowledge and foreign languages, especially English. More investment in public utilities in order
to help architects to get their jobs was also considered to be very important. Less jobs to work
and increasing-debt burdens were the effects on private agencies and the offices of architects.
Architects themselves had to struggle to earn their income in the otherway in order to servige.
Private agencies required some helps form the government in order to have more work to be
done. While the offices of architects. wanted the government support to work in the very
important projects of the country, they required the government permission and support to work

in the foreign owned enterprises and projects, including some other assistances.



