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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were : (1) to study the roles and performances
- of the Saving Group for Production (SGP) in Lampang province in the aspects of savings,
fund raising, arrangement of various ecomomic activities for the members of SGP, (2) to
find out the needs and expectations of SGP’s members from SGP in performing economic
activities, and (3) to analyse the problems and obstacles in operating and managing SGP

according to seif-sufficient economy principle in Lampang province.

Data used in this study were : (1) primary data by using questionaire
mterviewed 120 members of SGP-administrative committee, and 26 officials of District
Community Development Offices in Lampang province, and (2) secondary data collected

from various concerned documents,
The results of the study were :

1. The member of SGP in Lampang province increased from 134 groups
m 1996 to 193 groups in 1998, During this same time period, the member of SGP
increased from 13,253 person to 15,812 person, saving fund increased from 25,834,644
bath to 36,948,972 baht, and loan from SGP increased from 18,576,165 baht to
27,120,677 baht.



2. The members of administrative committee of SGP interviewed in this
study consisted of almost equal number of male and female mostly were in 41-50 age
group, about half of them finished pﬁmary school, almost all were in agricultural
profession, most were commiltee between 2-4 vears, more than half used to attend
administrative training program, and most had moderate knowledge concerning the

activites of SGP.

in views of administrative committee members about the objectives of
establishing SGP, they revealed that the objectives of SGP were to make profit z;nd
distributed to SGP members and made loan to SGP members. Therefore, SGP activities
were largely on money deposit and loan. While profit-oriented activities i.e. marlgeting

demonstration center, agriculture product storage barn got less attention,

Most SGP administrative commitice members expected that SGP would
enable to help SGP members to have better living standard, provided low imterest rate

loan, supplier of consumer goods, and marketing assistance.

Major problems of management of SGP were both SGP administrative
committer and SGP members still lack of proper kmowledge and understanding of the
principle and objective of SGP. It was, therefore, suggested that administrative committee

should arrange monthly trainging to both administrative committee and SGP members.

3. Officials of District Communitiy Development Office in this study
showed that they werc mostly male, received B.A. degree, cxperiencing community
development’s work more than 20 years, knew and understood self-sufficient economy

policy rather well.

About SGP, these officials knew very well about fund and working fund
of SGP. But possess only moderate knowledge on the matters of accounting, handicraft
and agricultural products marketing, weight and measurement standard, pricing practice,
conducting investment feasibility study, interest rate and dividend which hampered the

ability of these officials to perfectly support economic activity performance of SGP.



