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Abstract

The objectives of this study are two fold: first, to study the factors affecting parents’
choices of private kindergartens; second, to study the diversity of parents who choose to send
their children to pnvate kindergariens. The population comprises parents whose children are
attending private kindergartens in Muang District, Chiang Mai Province. About 383 samples are
included in this study. Questionaires are used for the data collection. Percentage and contingency
tables are employed in the data analysis using the spss/pc” computer program.

The research findings are as follows : the largest age group of parents are those between
31 - 35, comprising 38.7 percent of the sample. The level of parents’ education shows that about
49.0 percent have completed a bachelor degree, 39.0 percent are government officials and 36.0
percent have a family income between 10,001-20,000 bath per month. For factors of school
management in relation to their providing general information of school location, and other
quality such as teaching quality and popularity,it is found that most of the parents get their
information from their neighbour and relatives. The suitable ages to send the children to
kindergarten are 2-3 years old. On the aspect of teaching process, parents think that kindc'rgarten
schools should include nursery and pre-school students. Regarding the factors affecting choice of
kindergarten, the study finds that most of the parents prefer those emphasizing learning and

playing experiences to preparing siudenis’ physical emotions, and social and intellectual



development. Regarding school personnel, the parents think that teachers should have bachelor
degree with teaching experience, and had been trained in child psychology. The ratio of teachers
and assistants to étudents should be one per 21-25 students in each room. On another aspect is
school location; it should be near parents” residences or their working places. The classroom
should have a fan, and be clean and comfortable, with enough light with an emphasis on these
facilities in every room. On the expenditure aspect, the school fees should be between 5,001-
8,000 bath per semester. School should have clear detailed documentary information for parents
and a free child care service after school until 5.00 p.m. On the last aspect, the parents and
school relationship, good communication should be achieved by using student’s report cards and
setting suitable times for parents teacher meeting after school.

In studying the relationship between factors affecting the selection of kindergarten and
some variables such as income and education level of the parents, this study finds that there is no

significance relationship between these variables.



