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Abstract

The objectives of this smudy were : (1) to find the volume of illegal whisky
or moonshine produced, sold, and consumed, and the tax revenue lossed, (2) to find
out the reasons why the illegal whisky brewers or moonshiners still produced, sold, and
consumed moonshine, and (3) to use the results of this study to formulate appropriate
policies of concemed government and private agencies to counter this problem.

Data used for this study received from designed questionnaire for
interviewing 112 moonshine law violators who were accused of produced, sold, and
consumed moonshine hold at Custom Office at Sanpathong district between February-
April 1998.

The results of this smdy showed that 2/3 of the moonshiners were male and
1/3 were female. Most of them (44.6%) were in the 3140 age group , next were in
the 20-30 , 41-50 age groups which accounted for 22.3% and 16.1% respectively.

Out of the total of 112 moonshine law violators, 39 of them were
moonshiners. They produced an average of 422 bottles of moonshine per month per
person (or 5,064 bottles per year per person), eamed 3,367.95 baht per month per



person (or 40,4154 baht per year per person), made a profit of 10.54 baht per bottle.
This caused the tax revenue loss amount to 8,440 baht per month per person (or
101,280 baht per year per person) or total tax revenue loss amount to (101,280x39) =
3,949,920 baht per year. _

Almost all (94.9%) of moonshiners knew well that moonshine producing
was illegal and 84.6% of them were used to be arrested, but 2/3 (74.4%) of the
arrested never thinking of quiting this illegal business. The main reasons were : (1)
there were no other better business available for them to do and (2) moonshine was
flavor among local people than white whisky from legal factories because it was
cheaper and taste better.

There were 74 out of 112 were moonshine comsumers but only 27;% of
them were used to be arrested. Most of the arrested (70.3%) knew very well about
the bad health effect from drinking moonshine but they still keep on that drinking
habit and there was only 2.7% of them used to attained the hospital for a]cohdlic
treatment. |

The main social effect of moonshine business was that the moonshiners of
moonshine producing villages were usually looked down and were envied at the same
time by their neighbouring villagers who were not engaged in this ki:id of business.
The moonshiners were looked down because they were seen as law violators and they
were envied because they could make more money from this illegal business than those
who didn't. They are “social outcaste in the eyes of their neighbours.

All in all , we can summarize that .moonshiners who produce, sell, and
consume do not obey the law at all, but resist to the law and stubbomly conducting
this business. This may due mainly to there exist no other better economic
opportunities for them. Concemed govermment and private agencies should initiate
economic and Social policies to promote and improve economic well-being and social

welfare of these people.



