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Abstract

This study entitled : An Economic Analysis of Forest
Management by Community, has the following as its objective. To
study the economic frame of thought in community forest management
of the villagers of Baan Tung Yao, Tambon Sribuaban, Amphoe Muang in
Lamphun Province. The study is qualitative in nature. Secondary
data, from published work, were used in conjunction with first hand
information gathered by interviewing wvillage members and
participatory observation of the community’s activites in forest

management. Important findings of the study are as follows.



The success of community forest mangement of Tung Yao
village was shaped by the impact of deforestation experienced by
their forefathers in their original village. They were forced +to
leave their drought-stricken village and settled in more fertile
land of Tung Yao. The Tung Yao villagers have therefore learned to
use their forest resource with a sense of conservation. The use of
the forest has been carried out in a sustainable manner that
self-renewable process of the forest can occur naturally. Thus
ensuring that no ill-effects would recur. The prime objective of
the community management has been to..protect and conserve the
water-shed area for agricultural purposes. Moreover, by conserving
the forest, the villagers as well as people from outside the village
can reap economic benefits from the forest. The forest provides
economic activities to them all year round. Collecting mushrooms in
rainy season. Collecting young dipterocarpus leaves for {food
wrapping in winter and ant larva-collection from nests on the trees
in dry'season. Forest products are available to people of all ages.
The senior might hire or ask youngsters to climb up a tree picking
the things they want - young leaves or ant larva. Small children
might help the grown - ups to cut reed grass flowers for making
floor sweepers. These activities help to illustrate a relationship
between the villagers and the forest. The sustainability of each

party depends on the counterpart.

The management strategy employed was democratic in nature,
involving all possible to take part in the decision making of
conservation measures. The voluntary of sharing activities was

motivated through economic use of the forest. Taking care of the



forest was done through the local community interaction under the
influence of common unifying spiritual, supernatural legendary
authorities. These have served as the foundation on which ethical
and moral systems rest. Other factors attributable to the success
were cohesive, solid community and strong leadership. The above
mentioned factors were indigenous. The success was also augmented
by outside factors, i.e. the recognition and favorable attitude
toward the people in Baan Tung Yao. The nation - wide forest
conservation campaign also was conducive to the success. There have
existed some short comings which might change this successful
picture. First, contradicting national forestry policies, secondly,
the world wide persistence of consumerism oriented economy pressing
for cash to purchase luxery products, thirdly, the unclear and
debatable land ownership system and the state regulation of
ownership of forest land. Lastly, the changing of local and
national politics which might have direct impact on ways of 1living

of the people in general.

The recommendation derived from the study is that the
success of forest management by community depends on a coordinating
relationship of four parties. They are govenment agencies whose
work is related to the conservation of forest resources, villagers’
organizations, non - government organizations and the private sector
production units. The four parties’ roles in forest conservation
must be complementary with each other. They have to be fully aware
of importance of economic conditions, that the economic benefits
accrued to those whose livelihood is dependent on the forest must be
maintained. The use of community as their immunity against outside

pressure should be recognised.



