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The Abstract

The major objectives of this independent study are, firstly to study
demographic  characteristic of persons who committed crimes against properties.
Secondly, to assess economic factors affecting crimes against properties In

Chiang Mai Province.

Data of 134 detainees who were serving sentences for committing crimes
between January 1 to October 31, 1995 were obtained from the Correction Department,
Some detainees, randomly sampled, were also interviewed. Information obtain were then
analysed. Simple multiple regression technique was used to assess the relationships between

economic factors and crimes committed.

The resuits of the study show that most detainees i.e. 89 per cent were
males. Fifty per cent were 20-25 years of age. Seventy two per cent were not married.
The average family size was four persons. Fifty nine per cent attained lower secondary
school education {Mathayom 1-3). As high as 78 per cent of them were labourers

working outside the agriculture sector. With regard to their income, 93 per cent earned -



less than 7,000 baht per month and 97 per cent were not in debt. Sixty per cent of detainees

were sentenced to less than five months of imprisonment.

Factors which were found to be directly related with statistical significance
to crime committing were family eize, marital status, and occupation that of labourer in the
non-agricultural sector. Those who committed crimes tend to come from larger family sizes,

were not married and were non-agricultural labourers.

With regard to other factors i.e. average income and education level. It was
found in this study that those with higher average income per month committed less crimes
than those with lower income. Those with secondary education of Mattayom 3 tend to commit
crimes more than these with primary education of Prathom 6 and also more than those with

education level higher than Mattayom 3.




