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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the associations among the
individualistic factors of parents, socio-cultural factors and the oral health care behavior
of 0-5 year-old-children who lived in Tambon On Klang, King Amphoe Mae On,
Changwat Chiang Mai. The study method is an integration of quantitative and qualitative
methods. The quantitative information was collected from 140 parents using a
questionaire for interviews, and the qualitative information was collected from 14 parents
using a questionaire for indept-interview and direct observations. The study area was a
rural area where people have high cohesions and helped each other. Though more
people in the villages were famers some of them had adapted to current changes by

working in industrial.



The study showed that, according to the qualitative study, most families in this
community were nuclear family, but still remained the relations to their parental families.
Women were mainly responsible for child care, and older parenis did not take care their
children as strickly as the younger parents. Besides, there were direct and indirect
transferation of knowledge and experience of child care in the community by integrating
between traditional health knowledge and modern medical knowledge.

Child care of parents varied across families according to their living
conditions. The reflect of oral health from chiid care was related to déily iife style of
parents such as providing appropriate time for child care, takir;é. care of child’s displine
and having the same direction of the attitude of child care. These will make children
regutarly have oral health care.

According to the quatitative study, it was found that personal hygiene of
parents ( an individualistic factors } was statistically significantly associated with oral
health care related behavior of parents; oral health care behavior (p=0.021), care
behavior of food consumption {p=0.021) and care behavior of child cieanliness
(p=0.002). A socio-cultural factor, which was associated with parental behavior in taking
care child's displine was the type of family (if a family was either nuclear or extended)
{p=0.048).

The results of this research could be a guide for implementing dental public
health program. Dental public health workers should concern the integration of holistic
approach and community life style. They should also accept local knowledge in taking

care children and respect to the disemination of the local knowledge of child care.



