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ABSTRACT

The objective of this independent study was to study the factors which affected
doctor’s decision to select the chemotherapeutic drug for breast cancer patients in Bangkok. The
data from this study was collected from questionnaires distributed to 30 cancer specialist doctors
who worked in Bangkok. All respondents were doctors who were responsible for breast cancer '
chemotherapy and had used chemotherapy in other cases of cancer as well. The data was collected
from the hospitals where the respondents worked in Bangkok. The data was then statistically
analyzed using frequency, average, and weight average. The results of the study were as followed.

The majority of the doctors were male of 41-50 years old. They worked in government
hospitals with 901-1,200 beds. For most doctors, they had 10-20 patients with breast
cancer/month. The number of breast cancer patients ranked the forth among patients with other
types of cancers at their hospitals. Most patients were at stage 3 when they sought treatment.

For most doctors, the number of their patients with stage 1 of breast cancer was less
than 5 persons/month. The number of their patients with stage 2 of breast cancer was less than 5

persons/month. The number of their patients with stage 3 of breast cancer were 6 — 10



persons/month. The number of their patients with stage 4 of breast cancer were 6 — 10
persons/month.

In addition, for most doctors the number of patients who had been treated but returned
with stage 3 — 4 (exhilarating stages) for treatment was less than 5 persons/month. The period of
time between the beginning stage of cancer to the exhilarating stage was 1 — 2 years.

Most doctors chose CMF drugs as the first line therapy for stages 1 and 2 (beginning
stages), Taxane drugs as the second line therapy for stages 3 — 4 (metastasis stages), and
Capecitabine as the third line of therapy for stages 3 — 4 (metastasis stages).

It was found from the study that the factors which affected the doctor’s choice of
chemotherapeutic drug at a high level were product and price. Other factors which affected the
doctor’s choice at a medium level was marketing promotion. The factor which affected the
doctor’s choice at a low level was place.

The problem in chemotherapeutic drug selection which the doctor was concerned with
at a high level was price. The problem which the doctor was concerned with at a medium level was
product, and other problems which the doctor was concerned with at a low level were place, and

marketing promotion.



