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Abstract

The objective of this independence study was to examine the use of accounting
information for the administration of agricultural cooperatives under the responsibility of
Regional Audit Center 10 (Chiang Mai). The subjects of this study were boards of directors,
cooperatives promotion officers, cooperatives auditing department officers , creditors and
officers of the Bank of Agriculture and Cooperative who use such information and have studied
the problems of the use of accounting information whether there is adequate information for
those involved and whether they need additional information or not.

The Cooperatives organize the use of accounting information in the format designated by
the Audit Department which is categorized according to the types of agricultural cooperatives
into four main business activities namely, credit , sales of agricultural supplies, marketing and
agricultural services. The cooperative accounting information which is accurately recorded
reports Profitability and Financial position in the format of Financial Statement (Income
statement and balance sheet) both quarterly and the Cooperatives fiscal year so that users can
use the information according to their needs.

In addition, the cooperatives prepare a monthly report so that the information can be used

efficiently for administrative purposes such as following up various Cooperative activities.




The study of the use of accounting information in six agrifzultural cooperatives in six
provinces (Chiang Mai, Chiang Ray, Lampang, Lampoon, Phayao and Mae Hong Song)
revealed that users can directly utilize the accounting information according to their individual
needs. The accounting information which the cooperatives produce such as the Financial
Statement and the monthly report provides enough information for further use, but the annual
financial statement is slow and cannot be fully utilized. Besides this, cach group of users still
needs the information from quarterly Financial Statement which provides faster information and
could be utilized as needed. The study showed that the cooperatives should pay more attention
to the accounting information and maximize its use. There should be a time frame for budget
planing so that the accountants can finish in time and the plan can actually be used. In addition,
there should be the clear job descriptions of every job. The accounting information should be
updated and related government agencies should be regularly supervised, and there should be in-
service training for the boards of directors , managers and the accountants regarding the use of
accounting information in their management, so that the benefits of accounting information cén

be maximized.





