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ABSTRACT

Nowadays, though many agriculturists can earn their livings by following “the New
Agriculture Theory”, which has been developed from the philosophy of sufficiency economy. The
theory still misses a guideline about how to have their own home by themselves. To establish an
alternative for agriculturists to build their own houses on the basis of self sufficiency, a study on a
group of local sages in Buriram Province, Northeastern Thailand, was conducted. It was found
that agriculturists can grow several kinds of trees ranging from very-fast-growth to slow-growth
woods for their very own houses in the future when their area and functional requirements
increase and become more complicate. They can plant trees for their houses in three stage: 1)
Grow 16 clumps of bamboo for building a new 30-40 m’” house when they start new family; 2)
plant 19 fast-growing trees such as Eucalyptus (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) or Krathin Tepa
(Acacia mangium Willd.) for a larger house of 60 m” after 5-10 years when their family need one;
3) plant 43 regular- or fast-growing trees such as Teakwood (Tectoma grandis), Rosewood
(Plerocarpus indicus) or Yang (Dipterocarpus alatus) for the third house of 100 m’ or larger after
about 20 years when their children are grown up. This approach can help the agriculturists to rely
on themselves, reduce cost of construction, optimize their land use as suggested by the new

agriculture theory and excellently support the philosophy of sufficiency economy.



