
        

 ( )

.

.

 1) 

2)  3) 





Thesis Title  Characteristics of Kuang Hueans Supporting 

Social Activities in Ban Den Nai Community, 

Chiang Mai 

Author      Mr. Pat Sriaroon  

Degree      Master of Architecture (Architecture)  

Thesis Advisory Committee   Dr. Apichoke Lekagul          Chairperson 

                              Dr. Sant Suwatcharapinun        Member    

Abstract

 The absence of social activity spaces is a critical problem in communities of Chiang Mai. 

These spaces facilitate social activities that help promote relationships among people in the 

community. These relationships assist in forming social networks of people in the communities.  

In turn, these networks provide support, security, and happiness.

 One way to solve the problem of the absence of social activity spaces in the communities 

is to study “Kuang Hueans”, the social activity spaces of traditional Chiang Mai's communities. 

Understanding the characteristics of Kuang Hueans as social activity spaces and how these 

characteristics promote dwellers’ interactions can suggest an approach to develop social activity 

spaces in Chiang Mai's contemporary communities.

 The Baan Den Nai community has had Kuang Hueans as their major social activity 

spaces since its establishment.  This research examines Kuang Hueans in Baan Den Nai by 

documenting and analyzing three attributes of these spaces: 1) meanings, 2) physical settings, and 

3) social activities.  Activities and physical characteristics were collected by observations of 

Kuang Hueans and related spaces and recorded by sketches, maps, and photography.  

Descriptions of activities and meanings of spaces were collected by informal interviews and 

recorded by voice recorders.  Finally, the collected data of these three elements of place were 

categorized, compiled, and synthesized on the maps of Kuang Hueans to demonstrate the 

relationships between people, activities, and spaces.



 The results of this study show that Kuang Hueans in Baan Den Nai are the social activity 

spaces of the communities where generosity, caring, and seniority still play a key role in the 

social hierarchy and community nurturing.  Two significant characteristics of Kuang Hueans are: 

1) Kuang Hueans are shared-ownership spaces of the people in the community and therefore 

people use, care, and maintain Kuang Hueans; and 2) Kuang Hueans are the spaces of social 

hierarchy and nurturing.  Kuang Hueans allow for a mechanism in which the seniors or higher 

status members control and take care of the juniors or lower status members through the 

meanings derived from the articulations of the physical settings, which, in turn, mediate behaviors 

and activities.

             These two characteristics of Kuang Hueans demonstrate that shared ownership spaces can 

promote the opportunities for people to interact, control and nurture each other. All these 

activities play significant roles in social networks in the communities, which are essential for 

people to live happily and securely in the modern communities.


