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Abstract

The main objectives of this research were to 1) identify the extension process of organic
fertilizer use done by Tambon Nong Luang Administrative Organization, Lan Krabue District,
Kamphaeng Phet Province, 2) explore the problems of extension process, 3) develop participatory
extension approach, and 4) analyze the factors contribute to the participatory extension approach.
The qualitative research was applied as the research methodology. Data was collected from
samples of 107 farmers and three agricultural specialists using literature review, interview, focus
group discussion, extract of lessons learned. Then, data was analyzed by content analysis through

attribute analysis based on research questions and objectives.



It was found that Tambon Nong Luang Administrative Organization promoted the use of
organic fertilizer through practical training, study trip, setting up of 4 organic fertilizer groups,
demonstration plots, recording of production cost, and sharing experience forum. The problems
found during the extension process were two folds, problems faced by Tambon Nong Luang
Administrative Organization including 1) lack of the development of participatory extension
process, 2) information and good examples were never utilized to motivate the farmers, 3) lack of
monitoring and empowering process for four groups, and 4) lack of strengthening process for four
groups to scale up the members. The management problems of four groups include 1) extension
approach less diverse and discontinuous, 2) lack of building up understanding process among
farmers, 3) knowledge management and sharing was never organized, and 4) organic fertilizer
from four groups was not certified yet. Accordingly, this research suggests the two extension
approaches, first for those farmers who already apply organic fertilizers which include 1) building
up awareness of participatory concept among core stakeholders, develop data-base of organic
fertilizer utilization and best practices, and 3) promote the practice of production cost recording.
For those farmers who still apply chemical fertilizer, show and share knowledge should be
organized. At the same time, approaches to build up understanding as well as awareness-raising
and learning sites should be developed. Furthermore, approaches to solve problems of four
organic fertilizers, include 1) sharing experience and lessons learned between strength and weak
groups, 2) organizing diverse extension activities, 3) extraction of lessons learned of good
practice group, then sharing, and 4) facilitate to get standard certification. It was also found that
factors contribute to the participatory extension approach, include such internal factors of Tambon
Nong Luang Administrative Organization as its strategy towards agricultural development, vision
of the administrators, ability of agricultural specialist. The internal factors of organic fertilizer
groups include ability of group leaders, participation of the members, division of roles and duties,
learning process and activities, and local wisdom. The external factors of agricultural policy,

Tambon Nong Luang Administrative Organization found to be supporting organizations such as



Lan Krabue District Extension Office, Department of Land Development, Project supported by
Thai Health Promotion Foundation, high production cost, and increasing demand of safety food
and organic food. This research suggests that Tambon Nong Luang Administrative Organization
should evaluate and extract lessons learned of all projects related to the promotion of organic
fertilizer utilization in order to identify problems and weakness. Then, facilitate the integration of
related organizations. The best practices should be shared and scaled up from successful groups to

poor groups.



