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Abstract

The objectives of this study were 1) to find out knowledge and practices regarding the
use of natural agricultural vegetable growers. 2) to study the relationship between personal
characteristics, and socio-economics background and the knowledge and practices regarding the
use of natural substances in agriculture and 3) to explain farmers' problems and suggestions
related to the agricultural use of natural substances in the production of vegetables.

The samples used in this study were 181 farmers who grow vegetables in Saraphi
district. Research instruments for data collection were questionnaires. Statistics employed were
frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean, minimum and maximum values, standard deviation,
multiple regression analysis and Pearson 's Product Moment Correlation Coefficient.

The findings revealed that the farmers were male with the average age of 50% years old,
graduated with primary school. They had no social position. Their experience on using
agricultural natural compound less than or equal to 4 years. A number of labores for growing
vegetable was 2 persons or more. Their income from agricultural section was less than

50,000 baht. Cost of vegetable growing was less than 1,000 baht. Most of farmers contacted with



the offices altained the tainy and obtained agricultural natural compound information between
2-10 times/year.

Regarding their knowledge and practices were at high level. Contacting offices,
education level and information obtained (variable) and attending training were related to
knowledge on agricultural natural compound used. Attending training influenced practices
concerning agricultural natural compound used. Relationship between knowledge and practices
were positive at moderate level.

Problems found in using agricultural natural compounds were steps and method of
producing were rather difficult. The bad small of substances resulted in bad flavor of vetables.
The quality of the extract substances was deteriorated when kept it for a long time.

Recommendations from this research, government and relevant agencies should provide

training to educate farmers and people who are interesting in agricultural natural compound.



