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Abstract

Longans production in Chiang Mai and Lamphun are produced both in season and off
season. Longan cultivar favorably grown is Dimocarpus longan cv. Daw. Longan products will
be on the market from July to August of every year. About longan marketing in Chiang Mai and
Lamphun, the products will be sold wholly and the farmers will collect their products by
themselves for sell them to local merchants at trading point. They trade longan products in two
forms, namely bunched longan and a single longan.

This survey aims to investigate the information of longan production and marketing and
study the market conduct of longan in Chiang Mai and Lamphun. From the survey among 200
farmers, it was found that there were small size longan orchards 67.5%. The next was medium
size longan orchards 22.5% and large size longan orchard 10.0%. In the study of longan
production, it was found that 87.5% of farmers were producing in season longan and 6.5% were
producing off season. Both group mostly had small size orchards with some medium size
orchards. Only 6.0% produced both in season and off season longan. Most of them had small size
orchards.

The study on longan marketing conduct found that longan farmers did not set their price.
Longan product pricing depends on trading means. The traders, who come to buy, will offer the

price according to product grade. Longan product price offered by the traders is referred from the



middleman, who buy longan in the country, and middleman in China. About competitive conduct,
it was found that farmers, who produced in season, off season longan and the one who produce
both in season and off season longan throughout the year, did not compete in pricing. They had
no bargaining power to negotiate about product price with the merchant. Except for farmers that
sell their products wholly during off season longan. In addition, it was found that farmers did not
gather into a group to sell their products. Longan traders did not compete in pricing against one
another, except for middlemans that buy longan. They did not gather into a group to sell the
products among traders.

The result on marketing conduct, due to government’s longan marketing policy, it was
found that most farmers and traders never participated in longan purchasing project according to
the government’s longan marketing project in 2004-2008. They were affected by the
government’s policy but not much. However, longan marketing policy caused longan price
interference in the market. In 2009-2010, all three groups of longan producing farmers did not
participate in the project and did not sell their products to any institute. Therefore, they did not
receive the benefit from government’s longan marketing policy.

About the change of production price, it was found that bunched longan and a single
longan of all three grades of Dimocarpus longan cv. Daw in 2006-2010 changed in their price
according to supply and demand for longan in the market depending on season, consumer’s
satisfaction, number of longan producers, and government’s policy that changes the price. From
the analysis, tendency of the price farmers receive it was found that in season longan price in the
forms of bunched longan and a single longan of all three grades, it was not possible to find
predicted price farmers receive. This is because longan market was distorted by marketing
mechanism involved with longan purchasing policy, which interfere market mechanism.
Government’s longan marketing policy is uncertain and inconsistent in each year. Therefore, it is
not possible to predict pricing tendency. About the analysis of off season longan price in the
forms of bunched longan and a single longan of all three grades, it could not be identified whether
what data distribution type was. This is because in season and off season longan production is not
separated distinctively. The products appear to be produced throughout the year. Furthermore, the
amount of export is inconsistent. Therefore, the direction of longan price is uncertain. It is not

possible to find the tendency of product price in the future.



Furthermore, marketing issue of longan farmers who produced in season, off season
longan and the one who produce both in season and off season longan in the forms of bunched
longan and a single longan, it was found that there were problems about low price and
inconsistent quantity of annual longan production. About longan marketing of seasonal longan
traders, it was found that they had problem with bunched longan only. The problem was that the
price was lowered by the middleman in the country and middleman from China, who set longan
price. The traders, who traded in season and off season longan had marketing problem with about

inconsistent quantity of annual production of bunched longan.



