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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to know market response to the quality of strawberry at
the local wholesale market and unconformity between classification and quality of strawberry
sold in the local wholesale market of Samoeng district, Chiang Mai province. The data on
wholesale purchased price and quality of strawberry were obtained from direct measurement of
sample products collected from 16 local traders. The 64 baskets of strawberry covering 16
baskets of each grade were sample of the study. The study also interviewed those 16 local traders
for their strawberry standardization. One hundred ninety two samples of strawberry evenly
distributed among largest, medium and smallest acceptable fruits as indicated by these 16 traders
were also collected for direct quality measurement to confirm the standardization mentioned by
the traders.

Data analysis was divided into 2 parts. The first part is Hedonic Price analysis was used
to know market response to strawberry quality characteristics. Finally, the unconformity in
traders’ grading was assessed by the comparison between strawberry classification evaluated
using strawberry quality identified by traders and those as evaluated by the traders at point of

their purchase.



The results from Hedonic Price analysis demonstrated that larger fruit size and being
early and middle in season sold of strawberry were positively and significantly determination of
strawberry price at local wholesale market. A millimeter increasing in the average fruit size
would associate with 3.57 baht/kg increasing in price purchased by local traders. Additionally,
being early and middle in the season sold of strawberry would receive an additional 71.19 and
34.13 baht/kg as compared to the lately in the season sold. This is because during the early season
of strawberry sold the consumers are eagerly of consuming it. The eagerly consumer of
strawberry reduce during the middle and late season.

The study found that the local traders used their sights and experiences in determining
strawberry grade at point of the purchase. Nevertheless, the analysis found that size of fruit is the
sole factor related to the standard quality of strawberry as identified by the 16 traders. According
to the analysis, the trader’s standard for minimum strawberry fruit size of grade AA, A, B, C are
3.27,2.90, 2.63 and 2.23 centimeters respectively. However, allowances for the unacceptable fruit
size were averaged at maximum of 11.25 percent for all local traders. When these standards with
the average percentage allowance for unacceptable fruit size were applied to determining
strawberry grade, the results showed that 53 percent of samples was missed grading. Only 16
percent of strawberry was graded higher than the grade given by the traders at point of the
purchase. As much as 37 percent was graded lower than the grade given by the traders at point of
the purchase. However, if the individual trader’s standard on the minimum strawberry fruit size
and the percentage allowance for unacceptable fruit size were used for the evaluation, only 36
percent of strawberry was missed grading. Of these, 9 and 27 percent of strawberry were graded
higher and lower than the grade given by the traders at point of the purchase.

The above findings suggested that the strawberry growers and government office taking
care of agricultural extension has to pay their attention on improving the strawberry production
aiming at increasing the fruit size. At the same time, the concerned government office has to
measure for improving grading skill of the traders and their workers in order to increase the

conformity of strawberry grade at point of purchase and its quality.



