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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the research titled “Farmers’ Practices for Agro-chemical Application
in Strawberry Production in Samoeng Distirct, Chiang Mai Province” were to find out 1) situation
of farmers’ practices for agro-chemical application in strawberry production, 2) relationship
between personal characteristics, socio-economic as well as health factors and farmers’ practices
for agro-chemical application, and problems in agro-chemical application and farmers’
recommendations. The survey research was applied as the research methodology by which data
was collected through the interview of from 238 farmers as a sample group. The statistics applied
included the percentage, the mean, the maximum, the minimum, the standard deviation. Multiple

regression analysis with stepwise method was use for hypothesis test.



It was found that the farmers’ practices for agro-chemical application ranked at the
middle level of correctness in such practices as survey of quantity and types of pest before
spraying, use chemical protection, stop spraying while windy, clean injection when clogged up,
intermission when exhausted, wash used cloths separately, store chemical appropriately, bury
used utensils, and spray only in early morning and evening. Furthermore, variables that related to
farmers’ practices found to be farmer’s knowledge in agro-chemical application, frequency of
access to training, educational level, number of credit sources accessed, and debt burden.
Problems identified by sample group were 1) expensive agro-chemical, 2) agro-chemical cannot
destroy pest, 3) wearing chemical protection is better but uncomfortable, 4) lack of knowledge in
correct practices, 5) lack of knowledge of chemical danger, 6) allergic to agro-chemical, 7) less
access to agricultural academics due to long distance, and 8) agro-chemical shops located far

from community.

This research suggested that farmer leaders should coordinate with agricultural
academics to provide knowledge on appropriate utilization of agro-chemical by which farmers

have to follow such recommendations strictly for their safety and decreasing agro-chemical cost.



