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ABSTRACT

This study has three objectives: first, to evaluate the value of the agro-tourism
dimension of the Angkhang Royal Agricultural Station, Chiang Mai Province ; second
to identify socio- economic factors influencing tourists’ decision making to visit the
agro-tourism the Angkhang Royal Agricultural Station and third, to evaluate impact of
agro-tourism and its management at the Angkhang Royal Agricultural Station.

The data were collected in high and low seasons by interviewing 414 tourist
samples in the Angkhang Royal Agricultural Station by accidental sampling.

The research found that the majority of the tourists were male and single. Most
of them were a medium aged between 26-45 years old, graduated with bachelor’s
degrees, and the majority were government officers or self-employed. Their incomes
were at middle level. The tourists preferred to visit this area with their friends or
families. The vehicle which tourists used most was bus. Most of them enjoyed to stay
overnight at the station.

The factor influencing the tourists’ decision making was travelers’ age, education,
travel costs and levels of their satisfied journey. The travel expenses that they spent at the
Royal Agricultural Station Angkhang was the range between 500 baht to 2,000 baht per
trip. The positive impact of the agro-tourism was due to the fact that farmers earned more



income from the promoted crops and tourists’ services. The recreational value of the
Angkhang Royal Agricultural Station in 2005 using zonal travel cost method (ZTCM)
was estimated 275.9 million baht. Most of the tourists expressed their demand for the

improvement in the station’s facilities and for increasing information of plants and

flowers.



