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ABSTRACT

The Thai Government has promoted to increase consumption of local vegetables.
Nevertheless, information about production and marketing system and consumer demand are too
limited to determine the development approach. This study aims to provide better understudied of
behavior to analyze factors in fluencies consumer demand of local vegetables. The research was
carried out by interviews 270 consumers during on March 2004. It also included the Descriptive
analysis and Logit model were used for study.

The study revealed that most of the farmers produced local vegetables in integrated-
agricultural system, with emphasis on commercial crops. The farmers preferred local vegetables
as it did not demand high technology and the products also used for household consumption. It
was also found that the farmer family’s demand determined the type of local vegetable to be
grown.

Half of the local vegetables products (51.1%) were distributed to the local dealers. The
local vegetable assembled and distributed through the Mung Mai Market, which is the largest in
Chiang Mai, came from Chiang Mai and neighboring provinces. The distribution was carried out

by the middleman who had direct contact with local farmers. Although, the local vegetables



contributes only 3.88% of all vegetables in the market the study revealed that the most favorite
local vegetables were seasoning followed by fruits, flower leaf and pods.

According to the consumer’s preference, the most favorite sort of local vegetables were
seasoning, followed by garlic, lemon grass, galangal, ginger, bird chili, leech lime and sweet basil
(flower tips). It was also found that the demand for the local vegetables was higher in the urban
area than the rural area.

Equation of factors affecting proportion of expenditure on local food and equation of
factors affecting a positive attitude are using ordinary least square method. The main factors
influencing the proportion of expenditure on local food are dwelling place, income, education and
age. The factors influencing positive attitude to local vegetable are education and dwelling place.

The probability of local vegetable consumption is explained by logit model, and it is
found that the factors which influenced the consumers demand are consumers’ behavior pattern
,dwelling place, convenient to buy local vegetable, education and to realize usefulness of local
vegetable , and case of accessing to the study concluded that consumers’ behavior pattern was the

most significant factor product for increasing the possibility of local vegetable demand.



