
SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND INSTITUTIONAL FACTORS INFLUENCING 
RICE PRODUCTION PRACTICES IN LOW COUNTRY  

DRY ZONE OF SRI LANKA 
 

 

 

 

 
 

PATTIYAGE CHANDRASOMA PEIRIS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASTER OF SCIENCE 

(AGRICULTURE) 

IN AGRICULTURAL SYSTEMS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL 

CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY 

APRIL 2005 

ISBN 974-9884-54-X

ÅÔ¢ÊÔ·¸Ô ìÁËÒÇÔ·ÂÒÅÑÂàªÕÂ§ãËÁè
Copyright  by Chiang Mai University
A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d

ÅÔ¢ÊÔ·¸Ô ìÁËÒÇÔ·ÂÒÅÑÂàªÕÂ§ãËÁè
Copyright  by Chiang Mai University
A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d



 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND INSTITUTIONAL FACTORS INFLUENCING 

RICE PRODUCTION PRACTICES IN LOW COUNTRY  
DRY ZONE OF SRI LANKA 

 

 

 

 
 
 

PATTIYAGE CHANDRASOMA PEIRIS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A THESIS SUBMITTED TO THE GRADUATE SCHOOL IN 

PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR THE DEGREE OF  

MASTER OF SCIENCE (AGRICULTURE) 

IN AGRICULTURAL SYSTEMS 
 

 

 

 

 

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL 

CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY 

APRIL 2005 

ISBN 974–9884–54-X

ÅÔ¢ÊÔ·¸Ô ìÁËÒÇÔ·ÂÒÅÑÂàªÕÂ§ãËÁè
Copyright  by Chiang Mai University
A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d

ÅÔ¢ÊÔ·¸Ô ìÁËÒÇÔ·ÂÒÅÑÂàªÕÂ§ãËÁè
Copyright  by Chiang Mai University
A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d



SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND INSTITUTIONAL FACTORS INFLUENCING 
RICE PRODUCTION PRACTICES IN LOW COUNTRY 

DRY ZONE OF SRI LANKA 
 

 

 
PATTIYAGE CHANDRASOMA PEIRIS 

 

 
THIS THESIS HAS BEEN APPROVED 

TO BE A PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE (AGRICULTURE) 

IN AGRICULTURAL SYSTEMS 

 

 

EXAMINING COMMITTEE 
 

 …………………………………………….  CHAIRPERSON 

 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Attachai Jintrawet 

 

…………………………………………….  MEMBER 

Asst. Prof. Dr. Sunthorn Buranaviriyakul 
 

…………………………………………….  MEMBER 

 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Benchaphun Ekasingh 
 

…………………………………………….  MEMBER 

 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Suwit Laohasiriwong 

 

 

07 April 2005 

© Copyright by Chiang Mai University 

ÅÔ¢ÊÔ·¸Ô ìÁËÒÇÔ·ÂÒÅÑÂàªÕÂ§ãËÁè
Copyright  by Chiang Mai University
A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d

ÅÔ¢ÊÔ·¸Ô ìÁËÒÇÔ·ÂÒÅÑÂàªÕÂ§ãËÁè
Copyright  by Chiang Mai University
A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d



 iii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

 The author is greatly indebted to Assoc. Prof. Dr. Attachai Jintrawet, 

Academic Advisor and Thesis Advisor for constant guidance, timely advice and 

invaluable help given through out this study. All those educative discussions and 

motivating words by you that kept me going will be vividly remembered. The author 

is grateful to Asst. Prof. Dr. Sunthorn Buranaviriyakul, Thesis Advisory Committee 

member and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Benchaphun Ekasingh, Thesis Advisory Committee 

member for their magnanimous help and continuous guidance. Also author would like 

to express sincere gratitude for constructive criticism by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Suwit 

Laohasiriwong, External Examiner, in improving the thesis. 

For all the support, care and guidance, the author would like to express sincere 

appreciation to Acharn Phrek Gymantasiri. Special thanks go to Dr. Methi Ekasingh, 

for providing the necessary facilities to use the latest version of SPSS. The author 

would also like to express heartiest appreciation to Ms. Woraluck Suteerawantana for 

her consistent support and help. Writing this thesis has been a fun as well as 

challenging. Part of the fun comes from the MCC friends, who have made 

contributions. The author would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all the 

academic and non-academic staff of Multiple Cropping Center, Faculty of 

Agriculture, Chiang Mai University for extending their support during two years of 

stay in Chiang Mai. 

The author would also like to express sincere gratitude to Department of 

Agriculture, Peoples Democratic Republic of Sri Lanka, for allowing to study in 

Thailand. Personal appreciation goes to Mr. P. Periyasamy, the then Director General 

of Agriculture, Department of Agriculture and Mr. K.N. Mankotte, Director, 

Extension and Training Center, without whose support this scholarship would not 

have been availed. Also sincere gratitude goes to the Department of Technical and 

ÅÔ¢ÊÔ·¸Ô ìÁËÒÇÔ·ÂÒÅÑÂàªÕÂ§ãËÁè
Copyright  by Chiang Mai University
A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d

ÅÔ¢ÊÔ·¸Ô ìÁËÒÇÔ·ÂÒÅÑÂàªÕÂ§ãËÁè
Copyright  by Chiang Mai University
A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d



 iv

Economic Cooperation (DTEC), Thailand for providing financial support to undertake 

this study. 

Regarding the fieldwork, the author would like to express sincere gratitude to 

Agriculture Officers, Agriculture Instructors of the Assistant Director of Agriculture 

Office (Inter Provincial), Anuradhapura for their cooperation to carry out this study. 

Special thanks also go to all the farmers and village leaders in Rajanganaya area, who 

spent their valuable time in conducting of PRAs and completing interview schedules.  

This thesis is dedicated to my loving parents for the love, care and blessings 

they had bestowed on me. This study would not have been completed as smoothly as 

this, if my wife would not have taken all the trouble to manage our home and children 

single handedly. Let me take this opportunity to earnestly express my gratitude to my 

beloved wife, Kamani Ranatunga and two loving sons Ranul and Sandil for being so 

considerate and constantly providing me the much needed moral support and 

encouragement. 

 

       Pattiyage Chandrasoma Peiris 

 

ÅÔ¢ÊÔ·¸Ô ìÁËÒÇÔ·ÂÒÅÑÂàªÕÂ§ãËÁè
Copyright  by Chiang Mai University
A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d

ÅÔ¢ÊÔ·¸Ô ìÁËÒÇÔ·ÂÒÅÑÂàªÕÂ§ãËÁè
Copyright  by Chiang Mai University
A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d


