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Abstract

Women are the key actors of development process. The advancement of
women is central to achieve sustainable development goals. This study analyzes
patterns of men and women’s involvement in agricultural activities associated with
the production of crops and livestock in Jhapa district of Nepal. The research explores
the situation of women regarding the access and control of productive resources and

also to find out factors that inhibit the access and control over such resources.

Two broad communities viz. hill migrated and local, with three economic
strata from each community were identified to represent the whole district. Formal
survey and participatory rapid rural appraisal (PRA) technique were employed as

research tools to gather the necessary data and relevant information.

The study of daily work load revealed that women spent more hours than men
in both winter and rainy seasons. Women had more workload in January, March,

April and August while men had workload in February and December.



In paddy, wheat and maize production women contribution were 35.2, 32.3 and
37 percent, respectively. However, their share in labor-intensive activities such as
paddy transplanting, farmyard manure carrying, weeding, and harvesting of crops was
found significantly greater than men. In case of vegetable production women
contributed 67 percent which was significantly higher than that of their male counter
part. Women contributed 56.8 percent in cattle and more than 75 percent in small
animals rearing. From the study it was found that men’s contribution in buffalo rearing
was 58 percent which was significantly higher than that of women. The study of labor
use pattern indicated that women spent 290 mandays and men spent 246 mandays in
agricultural and animal production in a year. Men spent more mandays in buffalo
rearing and paddy, wheat, and maize production while the women spent more mandays

in vegetable cultivation and cow, goat, pig and poultry rearing.

The study showed that there was significant disparity between men and women
in term of land ownership, as women hold only 19 percent of total land. Women access
in agricultural credit through formal sources was limited and they received only 9
percent credit. With regard to decision making, 5 and 11.7 percent of women were
involved in making decision on taking loan and using the capital in agricultural
activities respectively. Eventhough, women contributed substantially to the household
income earnings, their access to income was still low. The study also reflected that
agricultural extension services were not adequately accessed by rural women.
Assessment of women’s roles in decision-making showed that 20 and 28 percent of
women were involved in decision making of cereal production and large animal rearing
respectively. However, 41 and 48 percent of women were involved in making
decisions of vegetable cultivation and keeping small animals respectively. In case of
household activities, joint decisions were common practices in which 55 percent of

both women and men jointly involved in making such decisions.

The result of analysis indicated that there was not much difference in work
shared by the women of hill migrated and local communities. Women of hill migrated
community owned more land than the women of local community. Although, women

of both communities had less access to decision making in different activities, more



Xi

men and women of hill migrated community jointly made decisions regarding selling,
mortgaging, renting land, selecting the crops of their choices, taking credit and using
capital in agricultural production than women of local community. Individually more
women of hill migrated community were engaged in decisions making related to cereal
and vegetable production and animal rearing. However, more men and women of local
community made decisions jointly in crop and vegetable production, and animal

raising.

The study also showed no significant difference in labor share in different
activities of crop and animal production among women of poor, medium and rich
economic classes. The women of poor economic class owned higher percentage of land
than the women of other economic classes. Women of poor economic class also had
more access on decision making rights relative to women of higher economic classes
but joint decisions by both men and women were more common in medium and rich

economic classes.

The poverty, workload, illiteracy, lack of awareness, patriarchal values
dominated laws, rigid traditional social norms and values, lack of effective
implementation of existing policies, inadequate enforcement of existing laws and
inadequate attention from the policy makers and development workers etc. were some
key factors contributing to inequality and discrimination of women within the

household and society as well.



