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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the relationship between personal
characteristic, socio-economic factors, knowledge of farmer teachers and farmer
teacher’s role in agricultural technology transfer, to investigate farmer’s opinion
toward farmer teacher’s role in agricultural technology transfer and to explore the
problems, obstacles and recommendations of farmer teachers and farmers on farmer
teacher’s role in agricultural technology transfer.

The population used in the research was farmer teachers and farmers in pilot
and core subdistricts in Northern provinces. Samples from multistage random
sampling method were 53 farmer teachers and 200 farmers. Data collection was
conducted by using questionnaires. Statistical techniques used were percentage,
arithmetic mean, standard deviation and weight mean score. Pearson correlation
coefficient and Kendall’s tau were employed to test hypothesis.

From research finding, it was found that the role of farmer teachers in
agricultural technology transfer were as follows: the role on preparation and produce
the simple audio-visual materials for training or field trip at demonstration plot and
the role on cooperation for planning of the training and knowledge transfer to general
farmers were at medium level. But the role as agricultural knowledge lecturer
including training and field trip and the role on the developing for agricultural
knowledge, techniques and agricultural technology to farmer as lecturer to general
farmers and the role on developing their sources demonstration plot to become as
learning, training and field trip for general farmers to adopt innovation were at low
level.

From hypothesis testing, it was found that working experience of farmer
teachers related to the role on cooperation for planning of the training and knowledge
transfer for general farmers. Their agricultural income related to the role on
developing agricultural knowledge concerning field trip and training. The frequency



in attending the meeting organized by Agricultural Technology Transfer and Service
Center(ATSC) related to the role on agricultural technology transfer. Their contact
with agricultural officials related to the role on agricultural knowledge lecture at
demonstration plot, the role on planning of the training and knowledge transfer for
general farmers and the role on self-study on developing agricultural knowledge. The
number of agricultural knowledge information sources related to the role on the
agricultural knowledge lecture to farmers in their community and out of
demonstration plot, the role on cooperation for planning of the training and
knowledge transfer for general farmers on diffusion of information and the role on
self-study on agricultural knowledge. Their knowledge related to the role on
agricultural knowledge lecture at demonstration plot and their education background
related to role on preparing and producing the simple audio-visual materials for
training or field trip at demonstration plot.

As for farmers’ opinion toward farmer teacher’s role, they agreed on farmer
teacher’s role at present. Additionally, farmer teacher’s role should represent
Sub-district agricultural officials and farmers in the community in participating the
agricultural activity and to be the coordinator between farmers and government and
non government agencies.

The problem and obstacles of farmer teachers concerning farmer teacher’s role
in agricultural technology transfer were that farmer teachers lacked of experience in
new agricultural technology. They also lacked of support and public relations on
agricultural technology transfer activities from government agencies. Farmer teachers
could not participate in the agricultural technology transfer activities because
government agencies did not arrange transfer activities at the right time.

Some suggestions emerged from this research was that the government should
support farmer teachers on agricultural knowledge, how to be an effective farmer
teacher and organize transfer activities continually. Every meeting organized by
ATSC should invite farmer teacher to participate in order to plan appropriate
agricultural technology transfer programs.



