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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the farmer’s utilization of pond in New
Theory farming in Chiang Mai province, to study the relationship between the personal
characteristics, socio-economic factors and utilization of pond in New Theory farming in Chiang
Mai province and to find out problems, obstacles and recommendations in utilizing of pond in
New Theory farming in Chiang Mai province. The respondents in this research were 92 farmers
who participated in New Theory farming. Sampling method used was simple random sampling.
Data collection was done through questionnaires. Statistical techniques used were percentage,
arithmetic means, maximum and minimum, standard deviation, Chi — square test and Pearson
Product Moment Correlation Coefficient,

From research findings, it was found that farmer’s utilization of pond in New Theory was
54 years of age on the average and finished Pathom four. The average number of family member
was 3. The average total income of family was 53,250 Bath/annum. Their farm size was 12.25 rai
on the average and 2.85 rai was used for agriculture. Most farmers received information from
television, radio and newspaper. Most of them obtained study tour and training about New Theory

farming, As regards farmers’ participation, they participated in the meeting and discussing with



%

officers and they also transferred new knowledge on New Theory farming to their neighbors. As
regards the support from officers, farmers received public relations on New Theory farming
information. The officers gave them the change of consultation as well as providing the inputs and
product technology.

The utilization of pond in New Theory farming which was most influencing farmers was
doing paddy farming. They made use of pond for fish culture as well. The utilization of pond in
New Theory fafming was at low level because there were other water sources such as water from
irrigation, stream and water from artesian wells.

For hypothesis testing, it was found that factor affecting utilization of pond in New
Theory farming were size of farm, knowledge and information sources and member of family
labor.

The problem and obstacles of farmers participating in utilization of pond in New Theory
were finances and high cost of inputs. These affected their income. The delay of authority and
inefficient coordination were also included.

The recommendations of this research were that the government should support credit,
providing more knowledge and information about utilization of water sources, farmer organizing

and follow up the project continuousty.



