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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were : 1) to study the production and marketing of onion
of farmers 2) to study the cost and income of onion and 3) to study the problems, obstacles as the
farmers’ opinion guidances.

The population of this research included 150 farmers who registered as the member of
onion growers in Mae Wang District, Chiang Mai Province. Statistical analysis was done by
using Statistical Package for the Social Science (SPSS) in order to describe means, percentages
and standard deviation.

Results of study revealed that most of studie}farmers are males, average 41-45 years
old, maried and completed primary school. Average of houschold member was 3.69 persons and
owning average area of 3.40 rai per family. Most of them are members of Onion Grower
Cooperatives.

Acreage for onion production was average 3.28 rai per family. Farmers had experiences

for growing onion about 18.07 years. Onion seedlings were prepared during October and



transplanted {o the fields during November. Superex was the most famous onion variety for
growers and purchased from the Onion Grower Cooperatives. For general production practices
most of farmers ploughed the soils and dried for 3-8 days before transplanting. After planting,
mulching with rice straw for preventing of soil moisture lost and weed damages were normally
managed. Most of soils for growing onions were sandy clay loam, Water supply received mostly
from royal irrigation canals for growing onion. Usually, farmers counted the number of days from
transplanting for harvesting onion. Harvesting by labours were comrnonly practised for onion
production in this area.

Cost of onion production found that farmers had to pay for cash and non-cash cost were
11,768.62 and 9,185.41 Baht/rai respectively on which made cost of production totally 20,954.03
Baht/rai. Average yield production of onion was about 4,484.67 kg/rai and market price was
about 6.95 Baht’kg. Thus, fermers’ income for onion production were 31,178.20 Baht/rai on
which this income could be devided into two parts : net profit 15,752.58 Baht/rai and net return
10,224.277 Baht/rai.

When the marketing system of onion was evaluated, it was showed that most of the
farmers decided to sell their onion productions by whole sale method. Purchasing of onions at the
farmers’ fields by merchants was commonly practised at this growing areas. Grading or sizing of
onion’s bulbs before purchasing were not needed. Usually money was needed for depositing for
onion purchasing which was always made by merchants to the onion growers. It was showed that
the highest price of onion products were during December to January and the lowest price was
during March to April. These prices were not satisfied t;y most growerers.

Various problems and obstacles for onion production were identified including : diseases
insect and weed damages, high chemical costs, insufficient of water supply, and labour needed
during harvesting period, poor quality and low prices. In addition, growers also lack of
knowledges and skills for applying proper rate of chemical fertilizer, harvesting techniques and so
on. All of these mentioned problems found that most of onion growers needed to support from
government sectors which were responsible for onion production. Some specific training which
was related directly to onion production and broadcasting of production technologies through

radio were also the most requirement factors for onion growers.



