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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study employment in the highland and lowland of
the youth living in the Royal Project area and to investigate the content of employment which
the youth were interested.

Population used in this study were the youth living in the Royal Project area in the North.
There were 36 Royal Project Centers with 15,923 households. The sample consisted of 1,080
persons by purposively, used 30 persons for each center. Data was collected by questionnaires is
and analysed by using Percentage, Arithmetic Mean and Standard deviation. Hypothesis was
tested by Chi-square, t-test and ONE WAY ANOVA.

From research findings, it was found that male and female youth were mostly equal and
their average age was 16.08 years old. Most youths were Northern Thai (27%), the rest were
Karen and others, Most of them had finished Primary 6(compulsory course) (47.8%) with grading

ranged from 1.51 to 2.47. Their economic status was moderate. Most youth received education
from lowland. They received information mostly from radio for 1-3 hours a day while from
television 1-3 hours a day as well. Their family member were 1-5 persons.

As for employment needs, most youths needed employment in the lowland since they can

eamn better income. Their favorite occupations included government officials, skilled labors and

hired labors.



From hypothesis testing by using Coefficient of Correlation, it was found that age and
information sources from radio and television were statistically related to places of employment
while family member was not related at all.

By applying t-test, it was found that tribe and sex were significantly different relating to places of
employment while places of education in highland and lowland were not different at all.

By applying ONE WAY ANOVA, it was found that socio-economic status and
educational level were significantly different relating to places of employment while grading was
not different at all,

Problems and obstacies found included educational standard, transportation, occupation
promotion, insufficiency of land and low quality of life. Recommendations suggested by youths
were occupation training, education, transportation and health promotion so as to raise the quality

of lives of highlanders.



