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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study farming pattern , to compare
sustainability level and to identify problems and obstacles of cooperative members and non-
members of Mae tha Sustainable Agriculture Cooperatives.

The population studied were members and non-members of Mae tha Sustainable
Agriculture totalled 289 farmers by Purposive Sampling from 31 members and Accidental Sampling
from 31 non-members. Data were collected by using questionnaires and analyzed by using
Arithmetic mean, percentage,standard deviation and t-test.

As regards farming patterns, it was found that members of Mae tha Sustainable
Agriculture Cooperatives grew various kinds of crops in their own area, in the forest whereas most
non-members grew only one kind of crop. From the case study of 3 members and 3 non-members of
Mae Tha Sustainable agriculture Cooperatives, it was found that cooperatives members grew

various kind of crops in their homeyard, enabling them to reduce dependency from outside whereas



non-members had their farms outside their homeyard, cultivated mono-cropping leading to more
dependency from outside.

From the agricultural sustainability point of view, members had more sustainability
level than non-members since they were able to slove almost problems such as land right, farm
succesors, insect pests and diseases, high cost of production factors and stability of products more
than non members. When compare the difference of sustainability levels of members and
nonmembers, it was different significantly by using t-test (t value = 5.438) . Suggestions from both
groups were price guarantee and central markets for sellig from products and animals.

It is suggested that the government and non-government organizations should
promote the sustainable agriculture for farmers and help them to understand in the concept of
sustainable agriculture and its advantage in the long run by means of self-sufficiency leading to

farmers quality of life national security.



