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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the level of Knowledge on Organic
Farming Needed by Sub-district Extension Workers, the relationship between basic factors of
individual, economy, and society. Moreover, it was also to study problems and recommendations
of sub-district extension workers abouf the organic farming system,

The populations in this research were 160 sub-district extension workers in 4 provinces
in upper north of Thailand. The methods of random were purposive sampling and multi-stage
random sampling done collected through mailed-questionnaires. Statistical techniques wused
were percentage, mean, standard deviation and Chi-square test,

From research finding, it was found that moét sub-district extension workers were male,
averagely 20.28 years old with Bachelor degree or equivalent, married, and received salary
15,045 per month. Furthermore, most of them did not have a side occupation. Mostly, a sub-
district extension worker was responsible for one district, 10 villages, and 1,000-2,000
households. Most of plants were farm produce. As for training, most sub-district extension

workers used to be trained about the organic farming, and got knowledge from agricultural




journals, Mostly, farmers in the responsible areas of sub-district extension workers did not
perform the organic fa:zming and needed to know about the organic farming, which most of
responsible areas of sub-district extension workers were outbound the irrigation.

According to the needs for knowledge, understandings, and attitudes about the organic
farming, it was found that sub-district extensiont workers had high level of knowledge in the
organic farming in terms of do the organic farming for maintaining good health of farmers and
do mixed plantations, which could lead to the organic farming and permanent agriculture. As for
attitude about organic farming, it was found that most sub-district extension workers have
good level of attiede about organic farming. As the needs for knowledge regarding the
organic farming, it was also found that sub-district extension workers needed to pay high
attention to the technique of making insecticides from herbs such as ginger, galingale, and chili.

From hypothesis testing, it was found that the source of knowledge for the organic
farming were related to the needs of sub-district extension workers in knowing the organic
farming. As for years of working , gender, level of education, status, level of salary, responsible
areas (district), responsible areas (village), responsible areas (household), experience in studying
the organic farming ,the needs in knowing about the organic farming of farmers in their areas
responsible areas of sub-district extension workers, level of knowledge and understanding
regarding the organic farming, and attitude about the organic farming were not related to the
needs for the organic farming of sub-district extension workers.

The problems and obstacles of sub-district extension workers included insufficiencies
of budget, information about the organic farming, supporting from related organizations, and
other problems such as adequate sources of water, natural calamity and lack of markets in

supporting products from the organic farming.




