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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study the potential to manage the community forest
of TAO (Tambon Administrative Organization) in Chiang Dao District and to study about the
potential, limitations the problems, the barrier and conditions in the operation of TAO for its
community forest . The population studied were the village committee, the committee of
community forest and members of TAO totally 60 persons. The data collection was done through
the interview questionnaires and observing participation.- and analysed by descriptive statistics.

From research finding, it was found that TAO tends to participate and support activities
in the management of community forest for example, provided the support to establishing
community forest of the village, to establishing the foundation of community forest, to planning
the seminar among people involved in community forest and to arrange the project of “Moving -
Around TAO” in order to stimulate people’s appreciation of forest conservation. All activities
were settled in the 5 year plan for district development (1992 — 1996). However, the TAO of the
3 villages had  the obstacles to develop community forest due to their insufficient budget. The
member of TAO misunderstanding about their roles, duties and are not interested in the
promotion and resources conservation. In addition, most community forests were founded by the
villagers but supported by private or government organizations. So there was a big gap of
understanding and the organization of community forest. As a result, TAO could not carry out

their functions property.



The problems and obstacles of TAO’s cqommunity forest implementation were the
misunderstanding of villagers or even members of TAO in running and playing their roles, and
lack of cooperation between the village committee and the village chief, insufficient budget and
the area overlap between the community forest and the national reservation forest or the National
Park.

It is suggested from this research that TAO should record about the law of preserved
forest for every village and should have the foundation of District level for preserving
the community forest. There will be the meeting among the government , the private
association and the villagers to make the understanding and the participating to solve
the community forest’s law to raise the potential of the community forest’s development

in order to make it stronger and more efficient in preserving resources conservation.



