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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to study the production condition, varieties, marketing
management, cost and benefit of commercial marigold production including problems, obstacles as
well as comments from the marigold growers in Sattahip district, Chon Buri province. The
population studied were 80 marigold growers. The data was collected through the questionnaires
and was statistically analyzed by percentage, means, maximum values, minimum values and
standard deviation.

The result revealed that most of the marigold growers were men with the age of 26 — 61
years. Their education level was Prathom Suksa level. Marigold production was accepted as an
additional production to that of the main agricultural one carried out in their own land of 3.1 rais in
average. Some growers’ main catreers were non-agricultural.

The marigold variety grown was Sovereign which was supported by The Chon Buri
Agriculture Technology College. The average production of marigold was 8,938 plants per rai with
an averagé cost production of 22,478.20 baht and the average income gained was 62,005 baht per

rai. Labors were from family members only.



Marigold flowers of two grades in size, i.e. big and small size were directly sold (o florists.
The peak of highest selling price, 1.5 baht/flower was during March to April. The regular price was
1 baht for a big stemmed flower and 20 baht for 100 small flower heads. Marigold flowers were
packed in plastic bags and transported to markets by pick-up truck. In general, the price of the
flowers was settled by buyers.

Problems and the obstacles found in marigold production were production factors, seeds,
pests, production price, academic information sources. yields, marketing and transportation,
Currently, marigold growers required serious and continuous supports from the government sectors
in solving out these problems. Farmer groups establishment, extension of academic knowledge,
practice oriented training were suggested to be carried out. Marigold production should be promoted
as a supplementary crop in order to substitute cassava production which occupied large area but
small income. However planing of production should also be conformed to the market or demand as

well.



