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Abstract

The study aimed at investigating the opinions of the Tambon Extension Agent on the
operation of Structure and Production System Adjustment Project and on the problems
arsen from the implementation as well as their suggestions. Samples were the Tambon |
Extension Agent who were responsibie for agricultural extension in their districts in Chiang
Mai province. A set of questionnaire was used for data connection. Data analysis was made
through WMS (Weight Mean Score), Frequency, Percentage, Arthmetic Mean, Standard
Deviation, Maximum and Minimum. '

The results showed that Tambon Extension Agents' (68.6%) were male with an
average age of 41.13 years and ninety-five percent of fhem were married. Fifty-seven
percent of them held diplomas. Fifty-two percent of them had served as the government
officials for 16 — 17 years. Sixty-eight percent of them eamed 12,581 — 14,032 Baht monthly.
All of them had attended the seminars regarding Structure and Production System
Adjustment Project. Thirty-three percent of 11 — 20 Tambon Extension Agents attended the
project while 47 percent of them needed only production inputs and 47 percent needed

both production inputs and loans. Sixty percent of the Tambon Extension Agents changed



activities from what they had done before. Most farmers (58%) haven't received any rate of
return. The number of villages the Tambon Extension Agents were responsible was 5-8
villages and the number of villages joined with the project was 1-4 villages.

As a whole, the level of opinion of Tambon Extension Agent was at high tevel (4.24).
The opinion on production inputs and loan was at 4.21. The opinion on the farmer’s planning
was at 3.99 , and finally the opinion on the rate of retum was at 3.71.

Probiems regarding the project were that the implementation was behind the
schedule, implementation steps were not consistent with the plan. The production inputs
and loan were not offered in time and particularly, the production materials, were of low
quality. The production plan 6f farmers did not match with the market demand and the rate
of return was unstable and did not cover the cost.

Recommendations were the government officials or the agencies concermed should
give farmer’s knowledge regarding production potentials. Farmers should be well equipped
with information regarding marketing and market demand at home and overseas.
Knowledge of post harvesting, packaging, transporting, maintaining the product quality
should be offered to the farmers. They should also leam how to use pesticides propery and

safely.



