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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the changing in upland rice
production conditions and factors affecting upland rice production of Karen, to study
their adaptation responding to current conditions and problem solving of the
community, and to investigate problems and obstacles of upland rice production.
Population studied were 89 households of Karen at Ban Mae Lan Kham, Samoeng
District, Chiang Mai Province. Data collection had done through questionnaires and
observation. Statistical techniques used were percentage, means, minimum and
maximum.

From research findings, it was found that the average family size was 4.77.
Vilage areas consisted of conservation forest, utilization forest and residential area.
There were 3 kinds of holding areas, namely, land rotation, orchard and rice fields.
Public utilities were schools, roads, mountain water supply, village health center and
electricity. Main occupations were farming and wage- labor. Their gross income was

844.51 bath per househoid,



Farmers at Mae Lan Kham had changed agriuttural production system from land
rotation into crop rotation mixing with paddy farming. At present, it is mixed farming, that
is, growing food crops in land rotaiion fields, orchard and paddy. Fallow period had
decreased from 8-12 years to 2-3 years at present. Monocropping and fruit trees were
infroduced by government agency and private sectors aiming to reducing land rotation
fields, and invasion of new areas for cultivation. This change had contributed to rice
insufficiency for consumptioh.

Upland rice production problems found were rice insufficiency for consumption
due to reduction of land holding and encroachment from Department of Forestry. And
also the area was Oob-Kan National Park.

Factors affecting change in upland rice production conditions were degradation
of ecosystem, changes in climatic conditions and natural resources, reduction of
operational land due to land encroachment policy under national park and labor
shortage in the community.

Karen of Ban Mae Lan Kham had adapted themselves by changing land
rotation into monocropping and orchard, labor control and management in the
community and community's regulation relating to natural resources management.

This study suggests that the authorify who deal with Karen should understand
their social conditions, way of life and agricultural production system so that the
agricultural production system would meet the need of villagers and community as

a whole.



