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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the utilization of microcomputer
in District Agricultural Offices in Chiang Mai Province.

The studied population consisted of 22 district extension officials of district
agricuttural offices which cumrently occupied microcomputers, 22 sub - district
extension officials, and 21 computer personnels. The data was collected by
questionaire and then statistically analyzed by frequency, percentage, means, standard
deviation and weighted mean score.

The results of this study showed that most of the district agricultural offices
in Chiang Mai Province had occupied microcomputer more than three years. Most of

district extension officials, sub - district extension officials and computer personnels had



littte competence in computer utilization and learned how to use by themselves. It
was also found that most of the offices used microcomputer for data processing by
software package at a limited level. While major use of computer was for typing.
The appearant problems on microcomputer utilization were lack of computer
personnels and low competence of computer personnels. Computer was mostly used
by sub — district officials.

Microcomputers were needed as for data processing and word processing.
Each office needed more approximately two sets of computer for data storage and
1-2 computer personnels. Morcover, office personnels needed to improve computer
knowledge and competenciy.

As for suggestions, Department of Agricultural Extension should train
computer personnels about essential knowledge in computer in order to promote the
use of microcomputer in District Agricultural Offices. Important aspects of planning
for computer utilization included establishing data standards, data bases, hardware,

software should be made in order to establish the network system.



