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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the pattern of natiral farming and the potential
of the project activities for self - reliance and to investigate factors affecting the process of
enhancing self - reliance of Si Sa Asoke Community, Kantharalak District ,

Si Sa Ket Province. The samples were 2 monks, 10 committees » 7 college students , 42 primary
and high school students and 18 adults of Si Sa Asoke community. Data was collected through
participant and non - participant observation, indepth interview and docurrentation study.

From research finding , it was found that the community structure of Si Sa Asoke consisted
of 3 parts ; house namely, temple and school. The community area about 117 Rai and about 400
Rai of farmland outside the community. Currently, there are 38 work-teams taking care of all
activities for self - reliance in the community , for example; shampoo base, managing the store , farm

base and cooking base , etc.



As for the pattern of natural farming , it was found that there was cropping  without
animal raising. Many different types of plants were planted for consuming in the community as
integrated farming . Many seasonal vegetables were planted in rotation and rice was planted
annually. Afier harvesting rice it replaced by other plants which was left o grow naturally without
interference except watering and applying home - made organic fertilizer. Principles of natural
farming were 1. No ploughing. 2, No pesticide. 3. No chemical fertilizer. 4. No weeding.
This method allows nature 1o be rich and bountiful , using it’s own resources and community
to manage il satisfactorily,

There was high potential for carrying out self-reliance, in terms of resources use, personel
management , cordination and natural farming. This was due to special characieristics of commumnity
members |, e.g. diligence, economy , patience and enthusiasm for finding knowledge. Factors
affecting Si Sa Asoke community self - reliance were 1. Buddhism and group leaders. 2. Si Sa
Asoke people and the power of the community. 3. Activities for self - reliance. All of these
factors provided SiSa Asoke commmmity with a sense of community, good attitude towards
work and finally taking themselves to be self - reliance.

The suggestions from this research for helping cutside commumity and expand each work
of 51 Sa Asoke in the future , community members should consider about suitability carefully
because the decision will directly affect the community identity. Additionally, the decision

would prove whether the community members could adapt suitably under changing sitation.




