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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at investigating the opinion of community leaders on highland social
forestry project regarding natural resources management and conservation. It also aimed at
investigating the relationships between personal, social, economic characteristics among them and
their opinions on the natural resources management and conservation. Those community leaders’
needs, suggestions regarding the launching of highland social forestry project, Nam Kok
watershed Center,Chiang Rai province was also studied. Population in this study were 120
community leaders serving as village committees in the highland social forestry project area. Data
was gathered by questionnaire and analysed by statistical. package for the social sciences :
SPSS/pc with percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation and chi - square technique.

The results showed that most of the community leaders was 40 years old or higher while
their average age was 40.1. The average family members was 5.4. Most of them were not
educated. The average agricultural land was 19.8 rai per family with an average annual eaming of
29,884 Baht. Most of the community leaders experienced in attending the meetings, training

programs regarding natural resources conservation,



The community leaders’ opinions on the launching of highland social forestry project,
which could be categorized into four areas of building up consciousness, planning and managing
land utilization, roles of organizations on natural resources management, and cropping system
regarding land, water and agro-forestry conservation were highly agreeable. While their
opinions on some issues including the disposal of the agricultural land, vesting village committee
with full authority and determining agricultural land size were not certain.

Hypothesis testing showed that the agricultural land was negatively related to the
community leaders’ opinions on the project while access to the information regarding natural
resources conservation was positively related to significantly.

Suggestions derived from the community leaders existing in this study included the center
should pay more attention to the community and let them take more role in conserving their own
natural resources. Besides, the center should provide the community with additional knowledge

regarding the natural resources conservation as well as sustainable agricultural practice.



