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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study fraining needs on pesticide use of
farmers, Muang District, Pitsanuloke Province and to find out the relationships betwsen
personal background and socio-economic factors of farmers and kr;‘owledge—understanding
relating to pesticide application and their training needs.The problems,obstracles and
recommendations of pesticide appfication were also studied.

Population studied were 185 farmers in Muang District, Pitsanuloke Province.
The data was collected by interviewing with guestionnaires and statistically analyzed in
terms of percentage, mean, standard deviation and Chi-square.

From this research finding, it was found that the majority of the farmers had an
average age of 45.12 years. Their education level was .Pratromsuksa 4. An average

household member was 4.68 while an average member of household fabor was 2.82



An average land holding was 13.01 rais with an average family income of 65,131.35 Baht
per year. Sources of information of most of farrmers was neighbours. Most of them had not
attended any fraining course on agriculture.

The majority of farmers had knowledge and understanding of pesticide application
at a medium level and had training needs on pesticide application at a high level.
The needs of training topics were plant-pest and pesticide application , plant-disease and
pesticide application, toxicity and basic first aid respectively. The needs of timing was in
March to April during 09.00-12.00 a.m. about 1 to 2 days. The media needs in training were
television and video tape.The combination of kecture and practices should be conducted.
Hypothesis testing showed that knowledge and understanding relating to pesticide
application was related to farmers training need significantly.

The problems and obstracles on pesticide use of famers were pesticide buying,
plant-pest resistance, pesticide poison, wearing safety cloths and harvesting pre-mature
production.

Recommendations from this study were that both goverment and private sector
concemned should cooperrate in extension of the knowledge relating to pesticide application
and other alternative pest control e.g intregrated pest management , biological control or
herbal plant application in order to decrease any possible toxicity affecting farmers and
environment. Training on pesticide application for farmers must be based on needs of
farmers in terms of subject,method,duration and timing especially on the wrong perception

relating to pesticide application.



