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Abstract

The purposes of this research entitled “Potential and Problems of H’tin’s Subsistent
Agriculture at Ban Nong Nan, Bor Kleua District, Nan Province” were to investigate subsistent
agriculture, problems and recommendations of 62 farmers. Data was collected by using
questionnaires and interview and analysed by frequency and percentage. The study found that
most farmers were illiterate. Family members were 6-10 persons with 3-4 family labor. Their main
food were glutinous rice and vegetables while meat, fish and fruits were minor food. Their wage
income was about 1,000-5,000 Baht per annum Their domestic animals were used for
consumption and for religious ceremonies. The expenditure was about 2,001-4,000 Baht per year
with 100-200 Baht for tobacco. They had no deposit.in the Bank but kept around 501-1,000 Baht
at home. The farmers harvested dry rice 51-100 tang, maize 1-10 tang, taro and yam were the
same amount, that is, 31 kilogrammes per annum. Vegetables, namely, cucumber, pumpkin,
snake cucumber and local lettuce were about 11-20, 11-20, 31 and 21-30 kilogrammes

respectively,



Farmers had ways of lives attached to land, mountain and locality. They also loved
and respected the seniors as well as conserved natural resources. Farmers used rice fields as their
basic of living. They are traditional but having ability to produce rice enough to consume all year
round. In addition, they rarely depended on materials and technology but on nature with simple
life. This is the main reason why they are able to live sufficiently and sustainably.

The problems of subsistent agricuiture were land tenure located in the reserve forest
and national park. Soil conditions were rocky and unfertile. Wild animals were often intruded

and destroyed their crops. Farmers did not use any pesticide for plant protection. At persent, they

need more cultivated land.



