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Abstract

The objectives of this research aimed to study the relationship between farmers’
participation in irrigation system management and socio-econemic factors and to

investigate their problems.

The population of the study was 113 heads of family or their representative who
were the users of irrigation system in Banthi District, Lumphun Province. Data were
collected by interviewing with  questionnaires. Statistical techniques used were

percentage, mean, standard deviation and Chi-square test.

From the research findings, it was found that most of the farmers were male with
the average age about 44.88 years. They had primary education (Prathom 4). The average
mﬁnbers of family member were 3.71 persoﬁs with the average size of agricultural land

holding of 10.70 rai. The average irrigated land size were 9.19 rai



with the average total income of 70,257.52 Bath per family per year. Most of them

were member of both irrigation using group and other formal and informal groups.

The farmers obtained irrigation system information from government officers,
farmer leaders, and heads of imigation system users. More than half of the farmers had
knowledge of irrigation system management for agriculture at high level. For the
participation aspect, in general, farmers’ participation in management of irrigation
system for agriculture was at medium level. Farmers’ implementation and discussion

were at medium level but farmers’ benefit and coordination were at the least level.

From hypothesis testing, it showed that farmers® participation in irrigation
systern management related to educational level, information obtained and irrigation

using group membership at the significant level of 0.05.

Some problems emerged from this study were: lack of participation on group
meeting; inefficiency of organization on administration and management; and lack of

participation on contribution of construction materials as well as labours.

Some suggestions from study were: the concerned agencies should develop
information system on irrigation system management for agriculture through government
officers, farmer leaders and head of imigation system users, Mass media channel
such as television and radio broadcasting would play a crucial roleto create the

awareness of the users.






