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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine human, economic and social factors,
and future needs for credits among members of the Agricultural Co-operative’s and
clients of the Bénk for Agriculture and Agricultural Co-operative's at Sa Moeng District,
Chiang Mai Province as well as other pertinent aspects of services provided by the Co-
operative’s and the Bank. '

The total number of sample population under study was 188, comprising of 80
members of the Co-operative's and 108 clients of the Bank from 5 different sub-districts.
The data were obtained through questionnaires. The t-{est and Ghi-square test were used
to analyze the data.

The variable under study were age, educational background, marital status,

social ranks, number of household work force, land holder, tand area of agricuftural

pursuits, occupation activities, agricultural income, non-agricultural income, agricultural
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equipment ownership, Iproduct transportation means, amount of un-paid
credit, and collateral assets.

It was found that the majority of the Co-operative's members were between 36
- 50 vears old, married, and completed grades 4 - 7. Most of the members did not hoid
any high-ranking positions in their communities. The average household work force was
2.46 . Most were land owners, with an average of 8.06 rai ownership, engaging largely in
product cultivation. The average agricultural income was 29,379.49 baht and 23,686.33
baht for non-agricultural income. Agricultural equipment was valued at 9,596.25 baht
and 52,431.82 baht for the means of product transportation. The average amount of
money owed was 37,811.25 baht. The members relied mainly on person as collateral for
the credit.

It was also found that the majority of the Bank’s clients were between 36- 50,
completed primary education and married. Most of the clients did not hold any high-
ranking positions in their community. The average household work force was 2.68 . Most
were land owners, with an average of 9.15 rai ownership, engaging largely in produce
cultivation. The average agriculture income was 41,985.58 baht and 29,118.68 baht for.
non-agricultural income. Agricultural equipment was values at 10,795.37 baht and
53,5856.23 baht for means of product fransportation. The average amount of money owed
was 61,243.52 baht. The members relied mainly on person as coliaterals for the credit.

Furthermore, it was found that the difference between the farmer’s income and
the remaining amount owed to the Bank's and the Co-operative’s was significant . There
was no significant difference in terms of age, educational background, married status,
social ranks, number of household work force, land holder, land area of agricultural
pursuits, occupational activities, non-agricultural income, agricultural equipment
ownership, product transportation means and collaterals assets. -

in addition, it was shown that the needs for future credits for the Co-operative’s
members amounted to 69,312.50 baht on average, with an average of 3 - 5 year length of
payment, and the credit would largely be secured against the farmer's membership

account. As for the Bank’s clients, the future credit were anticipated to the 97,731.48
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baht on average, with an average 3 - 5 year length of payment. The majority, however,
would rely on their home as collateral assets.

Finally, the Bank's clients and Co-operative’s members were shown to have
faced with the same problems, that is, the problems concerning agricultural materials
and equipment, product distributing center and credit provision.

One recommendation made by the Co-operative’s members was that they
should be allowed to participate in the selection of merchandises for sale at the Co-
operative in order to meet the local demands as well as to ensure the low prices. Another
recommendation made by the Bank's clients was that the Agricultural Co-operative's
should provide low-price agricultural materials and equipment. Moreover, a joint
operation shouid be made between the Bank and relevant organizations to set up middle
markets for the distribution of agricultural product at Sa Moeng. Price guarantee of

product should also be obfained from the government.



