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Abstract

This research aimed to study the general situation, personal charaeteristics, socio-
economic condition, agricultural evolution and the farmers’ conservation farming and to
learn the involvement and assistance of the agencies or organizations doing extension and
development activities in Arbae Viliage, Mae Fa Luang District, Chjang Rai Province.

The study of the general situation of the village was shown that the average number
of persons per household were 6.45 , most of the people were male . The largest category or
35.55% of the population had age not older than ten years old . The percent of household
heads that held ID cards (Thai citizen identification card) were 27.27% while the 72.72%
owned Blue cards (Hilltribe cards). For the education status, there were 82.39% of the
population that had never been educated. The houses were established along the road. The
public areas of the village consisted of the community forest, conservation forest, the forest
that were planted by the villagers, the multipurpose area, and housing area. Arbae Village
had two types of arable land: upland or field crop land and pad&y land. The infrastructure

of the community was comprised of a school, a children development center, a village



cooperative store, an information tower, a knife-making shop, road, electricity, water
resource, water supply system . The villagers’ career patterns could be an agriculture and
employee. The total annual income per household ranged from 8,500-40,000 Baht.

For agricultural situation, it was found that the agriculture of the village had been
changed from shifting cultivation to rotational cultivation which formerly had the land use
period of 9-12 year, then declined to 2-3 years until becoming 7 types of agriculture that were
rotational cropping, fruit tree cultivation in upland area, cash crop cultivation , ditch making
in the field, paddy terracing, alley cropping and integrated farming. These were introduced to
the village by the government , the non-government organizations, the private commercial
groups (middle men) and the farmers themselves. There were some conservation agriculture
such as orchard cultivation (72.73%), terraced paddy cultivation (15.91%), alley cropping
(4.55%), integrated farming (2.27%), and making water ditch in the field(22.73%) .
However, these 7 patierns of conservation cultivation were not adequately distributed to the
other farmers, probably due to lack of good monitox;ing, insufficient explanation or because
there were only 1-2 farmers in each group being supported. The extension work was not
successful as it should have been because those activities lacked good collaboration and
participation in problem solving. Therefore, ‘tl-le development task should be improved,
supported and promoted for the farmers as appropriate system that sufficiently covered the

target groups particularly the poor farmers.



