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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) traditional knowledge on growing
and use of Zingiberaceae as medicinal plants, (2) the relationship between personal
characteristics, socio-economic factors and traditional knowladge on growing and use of
Zingiberceae medicinal plants of farmers in Chiang Mai Province and (3) problems and
obstacles of farmer on growing and use of Zingiberaceae medicinal plants.

Population studied were 120 farmers from 5 Districts ; Muang, Mae Rim,
Samoeng, San Sai and San Pa Tong.

From research findings, it was found that farmers’ average age was 50.4 years old
with 3 family members. Most of them were male and finished primary school. Agricultuse
was the main source of income. Most farmers lived in lowland with an average income of
40,239.5 Baht per year. The information about medicinal plants mostly obtained from
television and neighbours. _

As for traditional knowledge on growing and use of Zingiberaceae medicinal
plants, farmers had such knowledge at a moderate level, having most knowledge on

Curcuma and least knowledge on Wild Ginger.



Most Zingiberaceae medicinal plants studied, farmers planted a few in the backyard
garden for family consumption and use for medicinal purpose,

From hypothesis iesting, it was indicated that age and access to information on
medicinal plants were related 1o traditional knowledge on growing and use of Zingiberaceae
medicinal plants while sex, educational level, family member, topography, occupation were
not related to traditional knowledge at all.

Problems and obstacles were lack of the provision of herbal information and lack
of support from the govemnment. -

It was recommended that, the government should promote the cultivation and use
of medicinal plants to old aged peoplé and give more opportunity to farmers to get access

to information about such medicinal plants.





