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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the participation of farmer housewife
members on group activities and to analyze the relationship between their participatiog and‘
independent variables including age, education, numbers of children under 12 years, farm size,
family income, non-agriculture occupation, social position, training experience, friendship need,
and attitude towards group committee as well as to obtain their opinion on problems, obstacles
and recominendation for group development.

Population frame of this study was members of 27 farmer housewife groups totally
2,148 in Sanpatong district, Chiang Mai province. Selection of 110 samples was done by
Simple Random Sampling method. Fourteen groups were firstly chosen and then 10 percent of

those chosen group members were selected.



Descriptive and inferential statistics were used for data analysis such as frequencies,
percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, Chi-Square test, and Pearson’s Product
Moment correlation. |

The results of this study showed that farmer housewife groups members had an
average age of 40.70 years. Most of them finished Prathom 4 to Prathom 7 or equivalent and
only a few had children under 12 years old. Average family members were 4 persons with
agricuitural land holding under 5 rais. Average family income was 67,482.88 Baht per year
while an average year of membership was 7.09 years. Non-farm occupation included
hiring, trading and handicraft. They had attained training 2 times last year. Their friendship
need was at high level while their attitude towards group committee was positive.

Members of farmer housewife groups had participated in group activities at a
medium level which could be explained as follow : participation in getting knowledge from the
extension agents at a medium level, participation in group development at high level and
participation in group business operation at a medium level. Hypothesis testing with Chi-Square
test showed that social position of group members was significantly related to participation in
group development, group business | operation, and overall group activities. When testing
hypothesis with Pearson’s Product Moment correlation, it was found that numbers of children
under 12 years old, training experience, friendship need and attitude towards group committee
were significantly related to participation of farmer housewife group members.

Important problems and obstacles of group operation were lack of revolving fund for
group operation, market for group’s product, lack of knowledge of production and marketing
and not enough support from the government. Recommendation from group members were
occupation promotion should be increasingly done, members should have participated more in
group activities and government should provide financial support for group operation. Provision

of training course and market for group’s products should be done as well.



