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ABSTRACT

This study had its objectives to investigate personal characteristics and
socio-economic factors influencing decision making in expanding area for onion growing of
onion cooperatives’ members in Mae Wang District, Chiang Mai province. The studied
population were the onion cooperatives’ members in Mae Wang District, Chiang Mai
Province. The sample of 99 members were selected from the total populatibn of 330
members by Simple Ramdom Sampling method which included 74 members who wanted to
expand growing area and 25 members who did not want to expand growing area. Data was
collected by the use of questionnaires and was analyzed in terms of percentage, Mean and
Chi-square.

The research finding showed that most of the onion cooperatives’ members were
male with an average age of 44.3 years old. About 91 percent finished primary school with
about more than 5 years of growing onion experience. An average growing area was 6.0 rai
per household, which was classified as lowland of 4.4 rai and as highland of 1.6 rai Land
ownership with the title was 51.4 percent. Ninety nine percent of growing area were non-
irrigated area. Family labor was 2 persons who were engaged in growing onion. About 56

percent had encugh labor. Total income was 130,350.40 Baht per- household consisting



of farm income of 116,325.15 Baht and non-farm income of 14,024.25 Baht. About nine
percent of them had communicated with extension agents while 1.1 percent had consulted in
area decision for onion growing and 784 percent had discussed about onion seed quota.
They received information from neighbors 53.6 percent and from community leaders,
cooperative officers as well as cooperative committee 13.4, 155 and 41.2 percent
respectively. They also got information from radio, television and newspaper 1.0, 3.1 and 3.1
percent respectively.

The hypothesis testing showed that growing area, household member, sufficient
labor, need for more labor, total income and farm income were significantly related to
decision making for expanding area of onion cooperatives’ members.

Causes of the needs for more onion seed included having extra appropriate area,
increased income, having skill and experience in onion growing, followed neighbors and

having enough family labor.



