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Abstract

This preliminary study investigates behaviours of Japanese quails ; eating, drinking,
preening, seizing the head during breeding, sun bathing and aggression. They are divided to
observe 1 to 12 days old quails which are raised in a 1.5 x1.5 m’ pen during the incubation stage.
Each pair of males and females’ behaviours are recorded every minute, 24 hours a day for a mean
period of first 4 days. The later observation are made after incubation. 13 to 228 days old quails
areraisedina3x6m’ pen and the same 4 quails’ behaviours are recorded every minute on a 16-
hrlight programming at 18, 32, 60, 88, 116, 144, 172, 200 and 288 day of age. It also studies the
relation between their behaviours and Temperature-Humidity-Index (THI), and cormpares their
behaviours after incubation on natural light with those on the 16-hr. light programming. The
results indicate that wet bodies cause baby guails die. Between 4 to 60 days of age, the males and
the fernales eat an average of 203.3 + 53.4 and 127.3 £+ 34.2 minute/day, respectively, and both of
them preen approximately 330.1 & 50.0 minute/day. Between 88 to 288 days of age, the males
and the females preen on average 243.8 + 45.8 and 167.0 + 51.5 minute/day, respectively, The
males aggresses on average 97.23% of the total, 60 to 288 days. The ratio of the male seizing the
male to the male seizing the female is about 1.0 : 2.45. At 4 days of age , drinking is 18% of the
total. As for the males between 4 to 288 days of age, the correlation between THI and preening

and seizing is -0.19**,-0.16**, respectively (P < 0.01). The comparision of behaviours of those on



natural light with those on 16-hr.light programming found that the males on 16-hr.light
programming eat significantly more than both males and females on natural light do (P < 0.05)
Influence of 16-hr.light, both males and females on 16-hr.light programming preen significantly
more than all the others do (P < 0.05). On 16-hr.light programming, the males aggress
significantly more than the females do (P < 0.05). The males seize gigniﬁcantly more than the

females do (P < 0.05). None of quails clutches the rail, shows flirtation and sun baths.



