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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study pattern and practice of integrated
farming  of outstanding farmers in the Northeastern region as well as their daily lives and
socio - economic status. In addition, factor affecting the success of farming was also included.

This research is a quantitative one. Population studied were 10 outstanding
farmers from 10 provinces in 1996, Data was collected by the use of questionnaires and
participant observation. |

From research findings, it was found that outstanding farmers were male,
with an average age of 54.9 years old, with primary school education. Family labor averaged
3.1 persons. Average annual income was 285,800 Baht per household. Average farm size was
41.5 rai with an area of integrated famming of 21.7 rai. Indebtedness was 195,800 Baht from
Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC.).

As for the pattern of integrated farming, most of integrated fammers were
commercial oriented. Nine out of ten practiced completed integrated faiming, meaning that
they combined several activities which cach activity supports each other. As regards methods

of integrated farming, similar activities were vegetable growing, fish raising, fruit growing,



and rice - cultivation. They also had other supplementary activiies such as fish raising in the
paddy field, fruit orchard together with cattle raising. However, all farmers raising fishes,
growing paddy, fruit trees for their own consumption and for sale. Fruit trees included mango,
banana, lime, tamarind, etc. They also raised animals, namely, native chicken, duck and cow.

It was found that factors affecting the success of farmers were better living
and all year round income, and they also wanted to reduce their expenditure especially food.
Most important factors contributing to the success were diligence, tolerance, saving , and
curlosity. Other factors like topography, water resources, irrigation water and capital were not
major factors. Government support was also important because five out of ten farmers
participated in Restructuring Agriculture and Production System Adjustment Program.

All integrated fammers tended to prefer trading, innovating, and frequently
contacted with extension agenis. Furthermore , motivation to adopt integrated farming was due

to agricultural news and information from television and radio.



