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Abstract

The objectives of this study aimed to study the general
information on economic and social background of the hilltribes
in Mae Plam Watershed; to examine the opinion of hilltribes
towards Natural Resource Management and Conservation in Sam. Mun
Highland Development Project; and to study the relationship
between their background and their opinion towards the operation
of Sam Mun Highland Development Project. rinally their problen
during participation in the project activities and suggestions to

solve these problems. were investigated.



The population of this study were 158 heads of families
living in Mae Plam Watershed. ‘the data were collected by
questionnaires. Statistical technique uses were percentage,
mean, standard diviation, and Chi-square test.

trom the research findings, it was found that almost all
of the reSpondenté were male with the age of 41.27 years old on
average. The majority had never been educated. The average
mumber of family members was 5.9. they had an average of 10.53
rai of land with the average income of 11,335.13 baht. Alnmost,
all of them had never attended the training. Most of them had
never taken a study trip.

The opinion of hilltribes towards the operation of Sam
Mun Highland Development Project in Management and conservation
of natural resources were at good level activities as follows:
developing consciousness and publicizing the value of local
natural resources, rehabilitation and development. of local
natural resources, local nmnatural resources protection and
conservation, and survey and control of watershed area utilization.
All in all, their opiomion towards project operation were at good
level as well.

From hypothesis testing, it was found that age, the
number of family, educational level, attending a tranining and

study trip related to the opinion towards project. operation.



As for the problems, it was found that the period for
trainning was not suitable and the number of study tour was too
few. Fire fighting supplice to equipment was insufficient.
Hilltibe wvillagers in some areas continue to open forest land
for agriculture. Finally, the educational level on most
hilltibe people remains low, and many are unable to read or

write.



