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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study socio-economic
factors of the farmers in Saenkunta village, Thungruangthong
Sub—district, Maewang District , Chiang Mai Province, which
affected their decision-making in participating in Agricultural

Structure and Production System Adjustment Project.



Data was collected by interviewing 118 farm households, of
which 59 households were participating with the project. Chi-square

test was used to analyze and interpret the data.

From research findings, it was found that most farmers
were male with average age of 49.08 years. All of them had finished
primary school and be able to read and write Thai. There were 3.08
family members per household. Members had less family labour than
non-members. . Big scale householdes were members rather than small
scale ones. 1In all , the farmers had average income samounted +o
76,874 Baht. Their main financiél support was from Bank of
Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperstives. The project information
was received from mass media and Agricultura)l Extension Workers.
Extension teams provided good information. Almost farmers preferred

fruit tree growing and their Project’s satisfaction was fair.

Farmers 1literacy, agriculturél information, income,
land-holding and labour and capital were related to farmers decision
making in participating with the project but age, extension contact,
organizational memberships were not associated with decision-making

at all.

Reasons for not participating with the Project were
indebtedness, no confidence of increased income. Fachtors affecting
farmers’ decision making were low rate of interest, the provision of

inputs and more income from dry season rice cropping.



It is recompended that farmers should be informed of more
alternatives, such as liverstock, cottage industry, etc. in order to
gain continuing income and all year round employment. As for credit,
it should include .both for production and for reserve fund.
In addition, the Project should be advertised at least one year

before the Project begins so as to give the opportunity for the

farmers to¢ make decision resulting in their increased income

eventually.




