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Abstract

The objectives of the study were (1) to identify the
general background of farmers and farmers® radio listening
characteristics. (2) to analyse the relationship between the
radio listening characteristics and personal, socio—-economic
characteristics. (3) to analyse the COmponehts, format.,and
contents of agricultural radio programmes that most of the
farmers had exposed. |

A total of 146 farmers of Ban Huapaha, Amphoe: Maehaeng,
Changwat Chiang Mai was studied by a systematic sampling method.
The collection of data was carried out using a structﬁred
questionnaire for interviewing and RRA (Rapid Rﬁral- Appraisal)

technique was used.
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Kasetpattana, the agricultural radic programme from
HS-KUB station was the most programme farmers® exposure. Thirty
programnes wére samples of this study by systematic sampling
method ,recorded by casetlte tapes. These programmes were énalysed
by the content analysis criterion that reliability (r) was 0.94.

| Result of this study found that the average age of

farmers was 50 years old ,majority were male and had four years
of formal education and higher. Everyhousehold worked in
agricultufe ,about half were in irrigated area ,the others in
rainfed. There were 46.8 percent of all earned non-agricultural
income majority. One-thirds of them were perceived in status of
wellbeing at poorly ,by the good was only 21.9 percent.

The media they received most were television and radio.
Eighty six percent of all had radio receiver and most of +then
listen to AM system. About 70 percent of them chose radio
programme by pursuing the programme. Hours of radio listening
that had more than 20 percent of them reported was 06.01-12.00 A.
M. ,01.01-06.00 P.M. ,and 08.01-10.00 P.M. on Monday-Friday »but
only 06.01-08.00 A.M. on Saturday-Sunday. The farmers listened to
radio by the average 3 days a week ,the news programme was the
most favorable ,they listened about 4.77 hours a week ,with the
knowledge and entertaining programme a hour a week for each.

Hypothesis testing ihdioated that ,in a week, poor
farmers listened to radio by days ,the news and knowledge
programmes by hours more than the others significantly at 0.05

level. Cropping patterﬁ was not made farmers used time for radio
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and radio programnes listening.different._The age was found to be
moderately related significantly at"D.Dl level to the
entertaining radio programme listening by hours in a week.
{oppersite direction)

Thé Kasetpatﬁana radio programme composed of 3 components
: agricultural contents 42.11 percent ,50ong 36.15 percent and
general speech 21.74 percent ,Information/Entertainment format.
There was 2-3 topics of agricultural contents in a programme ,and

each -consumed 4-6 minutes. The 6 topics presented more than other

were Marketing . price of agricultural product ,Varieties

improvement and propagation ,AgriculturalGeography ,Climate and

History of agriculture ,Plant production ,Animal 'production

and Rural sociology and Indigenecus knowledse srespectively.

Suggestions based on the findings were about Agricqltural
radio programme production. Background of target audiences should
be considered ,especial poor farmers that used radioc as source of
news ,knowledges more than others. Suitable time is 68.00—12.00
A.M. and 08.00-10.00 P.M.. Information/Entertainment format ,15
or 30 minutes duration and contents about marketing ,price of
agricultural products ,new varieties,plant propagation ,plant or
animal productions ,geography or climate concerning local and

farmers production should be organized.




