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Abstracf

The objectives of this research were as follows : to
study basic socio-economic conditions of the farm housewives in
general; to investigate the participation of farm housewives
in livestock raising development; and to analyse the
relationship between basic socio—economic conditions and the
participation of farm housewives in livestock raising development.

The population used in this research was a group of
farm housewives at Amphoe Wangchin, Changwat Phrae. A multi-
stage sampling technique and a simple random sampling were
used to select 177 representative farm housewives to be
interviewed. The methods of statistical analysis used in this
research were percentage, weight mean score, Chi-square test

and Pearson product moment correlation coefficient.




It was found that the average age of this group of
farm housewives and the length of their marriage were 37.5 years
and 17.22 years Tespectively. Most of them had completed 4 years
compulsory elementary education. There were about 2.63 people in
the family who worked on the farm. The average income was
14,795.85 baht per year. The average size of their farm holding
was 7.51 rais and most of the farm housewives had an adequate
knowledge of raising animals and preventing animal diseases.
Most of the farm hoﬁsewives looked after the family income and
made decisions on their family expenses. Decisions to spend money
on farm equipment were made by their husbands.

This group of farm housewives helped their husbands
make decisions on livestock raising-development in the following
areas: selecting feed and feeding, bringing in technology for
animal husbandry, prevention of animal diseases, making plans
for raising animals, and selecting new animal breeds. Most of
the farm housewives had a middle level of participation in
family animal raising and had either a low or no level of
participation in animal raising development activities.

Farm housewives’® basic socio-economic conditions were
not related to their participation in household animal raising
or to their participation in decision-making on livestock raising
development, except in the case of helping make decisions to
provide farﬁ equipment and animal labour. Participatioﬁ in
decision-making to select feed and making plans for animal
raising is related to age and income. Additionally their

participation in livestock raising development activities is




related to basic socio-economic conditions such as being a
member of a village group, being in touch with agricultural
officers, income, and haéing basic knowledge about animal
husbandry.

The farm housewivesf problems and inability to
Ocontribute in livestock raising development result from the
following factors: lack of knowledge of animal raising and
training; inadequate help given by livestock officers; lack of
feed supplement and medical equipment for animals; lack of money
for raising animals; and lack of water supply.

According to, the results of this research, it is
suggested that the livestock officers involved should offer
animal husbapdry training progr;ms to farm housewives and the
livestock officers should motivate farm housewives to be
interested in agricultural information, marketing, price of
animal products and loans for raising animals. Organization of
women’s groups in livestock development should be encouraged.
Rules and regulations should be changed so as to enable women to
take more part in animal raising development. Strategies to
educate these women should place an emphasis on the following
aspects of animal husbandry technology: animal diseases, animal
hygiene and animal management. There should be more livestock
officers and their visits to the farm housewiveé should be on a
regular basis. 'There should be a ciose connection between the
various local offices connected with livestock raising
development. There should be funds, vaccine and medical

equipment (for animals) provided for these farm housewives.




